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CONTRIBUTORS

NMHR is happy to publish another article by LAWRENCE R. MURPHY,
whose first contribution, "The Beaubien and Miranda Land Grant, 18411846," published in January 1967, was the runner-up for our annual award
last year and received honorable mention.
RICHARD E. GREENLEAF describes official quarrels and family alliances
and rivalries in sixteenth-century New Spain which led, among other things,
to Juan de Onate's success in obtaining the contract for the conquest and
colonization of New Mexico.

In later years, a boy from Maine who followed Horace Greeley's advice
liked to reminisce about his life in the old Southwest. His son, HAROLD R.
FARRAR, now shares some of HORATIO Russ FARRAR'S memories with us.

A geologist and oil producer by profession, JOSEPH 1. CRAMER lives in
Denver, Colorado. He was born near Clovis, New Mexico, studied geology
at UNM, and is deeply interested in the history and archaeology of the
Rocky Mountain States.
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Frank Driver Reeve
June 7, 1899-December 31, 1967
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FRANK D. REEVE

1899 -1967

MEMORIAL SERVICE, JANUARY 3, 1968

bDAY

we pay our respects to Frank Reeve, a member of our Faculty for thirty-six years, until his retirement in 1964, and a good
friend to all of us.
Frank would have approved the selection of the Alumni Chapel
for this service in his honor. He was secretary of the Alumni Association for three years soon after his graduation, but more than that,
he had spent some forty-six years of his life on or near the campus,
and the affairs of the University were close to his heart.
He and I entered the University as freshmen within a few
months of each other, he in February 1921, and I the following
September. We graduated together as members of the class of
1925. At that time the total resident enrollment of the University
was about two hundred sixty-five, including three graduate students, so we all knew each other pretty well. To bolster my memory, however, I read the biographical sketch about Frank Driver
Reeve in the 1925 Mirage and found the following list of activities: Member of Khatali (the senior men's honorary), member of
Pipe and Pen Club, Junior Prom Committee, manager of the New
Mexico Lobo, president of the Tennis Club, history assistant for
three years, president of the freshman class, member of the Interfraternity Council representing the Kappa Sigmas, and student
body preSident during junior year. You can see that he had an active undergraduate life.

I.
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Following a two-year venture in business, Frank was back at the
University preparing for a teaching career, and he earned his M.A.
in history in 1928 while serving part time as an assistant in the department. It is significant that his master's thesis was entitled "A
History of the University of New Mexico," and it still stands as
the best definitive study of this forty-year period of our history.
Then began his long tenure on the University Faculty, broken
only by graduate study at Stanford, the University of Colorado,
and the University of Texas. He received his doctorate from Texas
in 1937. He progressed through the teaching ranks to a full professorship, serving concurrently for the last eighteen years as editor
of the New Mexico Historical Review.
In 1936 he was one of the first of our faculty members to build
a home on University property adjoining the campus, and for several years he had as a co-resident another bachelor, Dr. George St.
Clair, longtime Professor of English.
Frank was a valuable man to have around a university. He was
a member of a number of important committees, among them the
Policy and the Graduate Committees. As first chairman of the Cultural Program Committee, he initiated a series of lectures and other
cultural events which has continued in popularity to the present
time. And in the late 1940'S he was for more than a year the chairman of a hard-working committee on Reorganization of the Faculty Senate, a study which ultimately resulted in a new Faculty
Constitution, a document which has survived for twenty years
with very little change.
Frank Reeve had a well-deserved reputation as a champion of
the faculty, and he always insisted on proper procedures for discharging the Faculty's responSibility for management of the University as outlined in the Constitution which he helped to draft.
Once he said in a memorandum to the President, "Faculty members are essentially a bunch of prima donnas. Unless managed with
skill, they are inclined as a group to explode at long intervals much
as South American countries do in political matters. This is not desirable in either case, but insofar as the University is concerned, it
can be avoided by cooperation between administrator and teacher,
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and this can be brought about only by developing proper procedures for Faculty discharge of their portion of the burden."
He was also a vigilant defender of academic freedom, and in
1962 he brought to the floor of the Faculty an attack on the affidavit or test oath required of all students who were receiving financial help under the National Defense Education Act. He held that
the oath was contrary to the political heritage of American citizens,
that it was not in the best interest of our country because it sought
to restrict freedom of the mind, and that it was not in harmony with
the philosophy of academic freedom. At his instigation, the Faculty, in a formal resolution, requested the Congress of the United
States to repeal the test oath, which it subsequently did.
Within the limits permitted by his health, Dr. Reeve was also
active in civic affairs, and he served for a five-year period, which
ended just last year, as member and chairman of the BernalilloSandoval Intercounty Selective Service Board.
Frank was a great conversationalist, to the delight of his many
friends, and his history courses were often the occasion for anecdotes and humorous stories related to historical fact.
We will miss his familiar figure, walking slowly across the campus day after day, his hands behind his back, his eyes downcast, his
mind intent on a problem of research; or perhaps he was just thinking of another good story to tell his friends!
I count it a real privilege to have been associated with him over
these many years, as fellow student, teacher, and citizen of the
University.
TOM L. POPEJOY
President

of the first things a person would realize when he came to
know Frank Reeve was that here was a man who had made a magnificent accommodation to adversity. Most of his life his health
was bad; he must have been uncomfortable most of the time, even
in pain. If anyone could be excused for cursing his fate and feeling
sorry for himself, it would have been Frank Reeve, but he did not.

-ONE
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I have wondered what quality it was that gave him such remarkable composure, and I believe I know at least part of the answer.
The key to his personality, and to his contribution to his profession,
was an unusually keen sense of history. In everything that came to
his attention, he focused at once toward all three dimensions. He
had a strong perception of depth-historical perspective-which is
the great consolation of the historian. That characteristic came
through to me recently during Frank's last illness. We talked about
current affairs: the turmoil in northern New Mexico; the Vietnamese War; the Detroit riots; the stature of Lyndon Johnson. Invariably, he saw these things as moments in history. He saw that
third dimension.
This talent stood him well in his personal life. His awareness of
the continuum sharpened his sense of humor, his sense of values;
his ability to take whatever came to him. He could empathize. A
bachelor, he could imagine the loneliness of a young married couple who had just moved to Albuquerque, so he had a dinner for
them and introduced them to some of his good friends. He could
imagine how it must be to be a hard-working waitress in the dining
room of a downtown hotel, and he knew it would mean something
to her if he said a word to brighten her day. He could endure the
scourge of continual ill health, when, with his sense of history, he
could see himself and his own times in perspective. Frank was a
natural historian. This perception of the great chain, the great continuum, which many professional historians have to work to
achieve, came easily to him. He viewed world problems, human
relationships, and even personal suffering from a kind of platform
where he could see them in perspective.
Frank Reeve's finely sharpened perception of the movement of
events enabled him to make significant contributions to the history
of the Southwest. President Popejoy has spoken of his history of
the University. From there he proceeded to a study of Federal Indian policy in the Territory of New Mexico from 1858 to 1880,
and later of the Navajo in the period immediately following the
cession of New Mexico to the United States. Later still he wrote
on the Navajo under Spanish rule, 1680 to 1770. Frank Reeve
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never quit. In the last days of his life he was still at work on his
Navajo history. His History of New Mexico is the soundest general work on the subject.
His contribution to history included eighteen years of service as
editor of the New Mexico Historical Review, one of the oldest historical journals west of the Mississippi, and one of the most highly
respected. From 1946 to 1964 when he retired, Frank Reeve, working almost singlehanded, published in the Review a great deal of
important material on southwestern history.
I do not believe that Frank Reeve was afraid of or in awe of any
office, any man, or any combination of people on this earth. He
spoke his mind, he stuck by his guns. Sometimes people regarded
him as a very obstinate man. He was persistent. But the impression
of obstinacy remained only with those who had lost sight of the
fact that Reeve's attitudes and actions were securely rooted in principle.
We shall never forget this man-we never could. I believe we
have much reason to be thankful to the Creator that for one brief
moment of eternity our paths crossed the path of Frank Reeve.
WILLIAM M. DABNEY
Department of History
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FRANK DRIVER REEVE
SCHOLAR, COLLEAGUE, AND FRIEND

FRANCS V. SCHOLES

IN

of 1924-1925, a few months after I had come to
New Mexico in search of health, I found a new and loyal friend,
Frank Reeve, then a senior at the University of New Mexico. Our
long friendship, characterized always by warmth, mutual respect,
and confidence, was sadly terminated by his recent death. Frank
had also come to New Mexico for his health, and here we enjoyed
the restorative values of New Mexico sunlight and scenery. Then,
and in later years this remained a bond between us-not least because it inspired both of us to spend much time in scholarly investigation of the history of New Mexico and the Southwest. In
later years my own research has been concerned with the colonial .
history of Yucatan and Mexico, but Frank remained true to his first
love and devoted his entire life to the history of New Mexico and
to teaching at his alma mater, The University of New Mexico.
His unpublished thesis for his Master of Arts, which he received
in 1928, told the story of the University from its founding to the
mid-1920'S. He went to the University of Texas for his doctorate,
and the subject of his dissertation, written under the direction of
Professor Barker, an eminent authority on Southwestern history,
was Federal Indian policy in New Mexico, 1858-1880. This
awakened his interest in the history of the Navajo Indians from
colonial times through the nineteenth century, to which he was to
devote his major scholarly research for the rest of his life.
In pursuit of this objective he undertook exacting investigations
not only in the pertinent printed documentation, but also in the
THE WINTER
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manuscript sources available in the United States. His precarious
health did not permit him to visit the archives of Mexico and
Spain, but he made thorough use of the extensive collections of
typescripts and photographs from abroad available in this countryat the Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley; the
Newberry Library, Chicago, the Library of Congress, and the Coronado Library, University of New Mexico. After an exhausting
year of college teaching, he often spent his summer vacation in research in Berkeley, Chicago, or Washington, D.C., rather than in
the quiet relaxation he had earned. I recall one visit to Washington, where I was then living, in the summer of 1940. He had come
to survey the documentation pertaining to New Mexico in the
National Archives. The hot and humid weather aggravated his
asthma, but week after week he doggedly continued his investigations. One August afternoon I came home from the office and
found Frank, weary but undaunted, in the hammock on my front
porch. He" managed to keep on for another two weeks; then sheer
physical exhaustion forced him to return to Albuquerque.
By this stubborn and unswerving dedication to scholarship he
set an enduring example to his students and colleagues. He did not
enjoy the substantial financial support from government or private
agencies presently granted to researchers in history and allied disciplines. His labors were prompted by that unqualified love of
learning which should inspire every member of the academic profession. He rem::tined true to the ideal to the end; even during the
last weeks of his life, he summoned his failing energies to complete
a draft of his last work on the Navajo. The fruits of his lifelong
study of the People are attested in the bibliography of his writings
published in this issue of the New Mexico Historical Review.
Along with his study of Navajo history, Frank Reeve also found
time to write a two-volume history of New Mexico hom pre-Hispanic times to the present. This work, based on wide-ranging use
of the monographic literature of the past half century, in addition
to his own research in published and manuscript sources, reRects
his scholarly acumen and personal points of view and conclusions
developed during more than thirty years of painstaking study. It is,
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without question, the best general survey of New Mexico ever
written and a new landmark in the great tradition of Southwestern
historiography.
No account of Frank Reeve's scholarly achievement would be
complete without mention of his service as Editor of the New Mexico Historical Review for eighteen years (1946-1964). Founded
in 1926 by Lansing B. Bloom, its Editor for twenty years, NMHR
quickly rose to preeminence among the journals of Western American history, as an outlet for the results of scholarly investigations
solidly based upon primary sources and concerned with all facets
of New Mexican and regional history from colonial times to the
present. As Editor, Reeve carried on the fine tradition set by the
founder, and shares with his predecessor the credit for making
NMHR the best, as well as the oldest journal in its field. For
thirty-eight years Bloom and Reeve performed their editorial duties
with only minimum assistance from the Historical Society and the
University of New Mexico. This situation was remedied, at least
in part, when the University assumed full ownership and responsibility for NMHR in 1963. And fortunately, the responsibility of
planning and editing the Review is again in the competent hands
of a distinguished research scholar, inspired by the same devotion
to the best traditions of documentary history that motivated her
predecessors.
In the autumn of 1928, after the death of his friend and mentor,
Professor Charles F. Coan, Frank Reeve took his place on the faculty of The University of New Mexico. During the academic year
1928-1929 Frank and I taught all the courses offered that year in
European and American history and government. This marked
the beginning of Frank's long service as a teacher at the University, -interrupted only by an occasional leave of absence for
doctoral studies. In addition to a wide range of subjects in American and Southwestern history, he taught courses on Tudor and
Stuart England, the French Revolution and Napoleon. In those
days, especially during the Depression years, the faculty did not
enjoy the privilege of teaching only two or three courses in their
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special field of interest. And through these years, with a heavy and
varied teaching load, Frank's research on the history of New Mexico made steady progress.
In their remarks at the Memorial Service, President Popejoy
and Professor Dabney have paid generous and appropriate tribute
to Frank Reeve's many-faceted activities as a member of the Faculty of the University. My own comments on this phase of his career will be more personal. In 1946, after fifteen years with the Division of Historical Research, Carnegie Institution of Washington,
I returned to the University of New Mexico as Dean of the Graduate School and became Academic Vice President in 1948. During
my ten years as an administrative officer (1946-1956) I was often
perplexed by urgent problems of policy and of the welfare of individual faculty members. On many occasions-I cannot count them
now-I sought the counsel of Frank Reeve, for whose advice and
judgment I had profound respect. After a strenuous day for both
of us I might go to his house, where he would fill glasses with appropriate ingredients, and listen. And then invariably he would
say: "What is the principle at issue?" This was the man and this
was his philosophy.
.
His stubborn insistence upon approaching University problems
from the standpoint of first issues and fundamental principles was
often evident when he took part in faculty debates. I suspect that
his colleagues sometimes felt that he insisted too much on basic
policy and principle. His views did not always command majority
approval. But whether they agreed with him or not, he always had
the respect of his fellows. All his life Frank remained true to and
defended his convictions-a testament to his abiding integrity.
This quality'of firm integrity also characterized his capacity for
friendship. His friendship was never wavering or subject to the
shifting winds of time and circumstance. To his chosen friends he
gave continuing loyalty-a loyalty combined with a rare measure
of warmth, kindness, and affection, often expressed in simple, unexpected acts of personal attention and courtesy. He did not look
for favors in return, nor did he want sympathy for his physical
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frailty. Once when I visited him during his last illness and asked
what I might do for him, he replied: "Sit down and let's talk, but
not about my health."
When Frank Reeve died, I lost my oldest friend in New Mexico. I cannot mourn. I am grateful that for more than forty years he
gave me his friendship. His memory will always be warm, sweet,
and comforting.
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WRITINGS OF FRANK D. REEVE

HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO (unpublished Master's
thesis, The University of New Mexico, 1928).
NEW MEXICO: YESTERDAY AND TODAY. 1846-1946. University of New
Mexico Department of Government, Division of Research, Publication No.
5 (Albuquerque; 1946).
FORTS AND FORAYS; JAMES A. BENNETf: A DRAGOON IN NEW MEXICO,
185°-1856, edited by Clinton E. Brooks and Frank D. Reeve (Albuquerque,
194 8). (First published in NMHR, vol. 22, 1947, pp. 51-97, 140-76.)
ALBERT FRANKLIN BANTA: ARIZONA .PIONEER. Historical Society of
New Mexico Publication, vol. 14 (Albuquerque, 1953). Ed. (First published
in NMHR, vol. 27, 1952, pp. 81-106,200-52,315-47; vol. 28, 1953, pp. 5267, 133-47·)
HISTORY OF NEW MEXICO. 3 vols. (New York, 1961).
NEW MEXICO: A SHORT, ILLUSTRATED HISTORY (Denver, 1964).
"United States vs. University Professor," New Mexico Quarterly, 1931.
"A Proposal for the B. A. Degree," New Mexico Quarterly, 1932.
"The Utah Individual Income Tax," New Mexico Business Review,
193 2 .
"The Old University of New Mexico at Santa Fe," NMHR, vol. 8
(1933), pp. 201-10.
"The Federal Indian Policy in New Mexico, 1858-1880," NMHR, vol.
12 (1937), pp. 218-69; vol. 13 (1938), pp. 14-62, 146-91,261-313.
"The Government and the Navaho, 1846-1858," NMHR, vol. 14
(1939), pp. 82-114·
"The American Character," New Mexico Quarterly, 1939.
"New Mexico Editorial Opinion on Supreme Court Reform," NMHR,
vol. 15 (1940), pp. 72-78.
"The Government and the Navaho, 1878-1883," NMHR, vol. 16
(1941), pp. 275-312; ". . . 1883-1888," vol. 18 (1943), pp. 17-51.
"London to Salt Lake City in 1866: The Diary of William Driver,"
NMHR, vol. 17 (1942), pp. 37-63. Ed.
"A Navaho Struggle for Land," NMHR, vol. 21 (1946), pp. 1-21.
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"The Apache Indians in Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly,
vol. 50 (1946), pp. 189-219.
"Puritan and Apache: A Diary," NMHR, vol. 23 (1948), pp. 269-301;
vol. 24 (1949), pp. 12-53. Ed.·
"War and Peace: Two Arizona Diaries," NMHR, vol. 24 (1949), pp.
95-129. Ed.
"Frederick E. Phelps: A Soldier's Memoirs," NMHR, vol. 25 (1950),
pp. 37-5 6, 109""35, 187-221,3°5-27. Ed.
"The Charles Bent Papers," Notes and Documents section, NMHR,
vols. 29, 30, 31 (1954, 1955, 1956). Ed.
"Early Navaho Geography," NMHR, vol. 31 (1956), pp. 290-309.
"Seventeenth Century Navaho-Spanish Relations," NMHR, vol. 32
(1957), pp. 36-5 2.
"Navaho-Spanish Wars, 1680-1720," NMHR, vol. 33 (1958), pp.
2°5-31.
"The Navaho-Spanish Peace: 1720'S-1770'S," NMHR, vol. 34 (1959),
pp·9-4°·
"Navaho-Spanish Diplomacy, 1770-1790," NMHR, vol. 35 (1960), pp.
200-35·
"The Sheep Industry in Arizona, 1903-1906," NMHR, vol. 38 (1963),
pp. 244-52, 323-4 2; vol. 39 (19 64), pp. 40-79, I I I-56. Ed.

Dr. Reeve's knowledge of Southwestern history often was utilized outside the University. He wrote the section on New Mexico for the Encyclopedia Britannica, and the Britannica Book of the Year, 1938-1961, as
well as for the Encyclopedia Americana (1949 edition), the Americana Annual (1958), and the World Book Encyclopedia (1957). A chapter on "The
American Heritage" appeared in Foundations of an American Philosophy
of Education (}. C. Knode, ed., New York, 1942). The Texas Handbook of
History (1945) included a passage on "The Apache Indians."
He presented papers at various meetings and conferences, including:
"Bibliography of New Mexican History," New Mexico State Educational Association, 1954.
"The Education of an Editor," Southwestern Social Science Association, 1955, and, for the same group, "The Editor's Chair," 1960.
"History of the Albuquerque Region," New Mexico Geological Society
12th Field Conference, 1962.
"The Church in Territorial New Mexico," Ministers' Continuing Education Conference, 1964 (this is in the UNM Special Collections Library).
From 1951 to 1961 Dr. Reeve was a consultant on the Navaho for the
Justice Department, compiling a "Report on the Navaho People" for the
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Department in The Navaho People vs. the United States of America, 1951.
He also was an advisor to the Mescalero Apache in the;late 1950's, on their
claim against the U. S.
As editor of NMHR, Dr. Reeve often contributed to the "Notes and
Documents" section, and he compiled and edited the second Comprehensive Index, for volumes 16-30 (1941-1955), in 1956. Even before he became
editor, he was contributing book reviews to NMHR and other scholarly
journals, a practice that continued until 1966. One notable example is "A
Letter to Clio," an essay review of Paul Horgan's Great River: The Rio
Grande in North American History (NMHR, vol. 31, 1956, pp. 102-32).
His first contribution to the review was "Eulogy for Dr. Charles F.
Coan" (vol. 3, 1928, pp. 427-31), and the last one performed the same service for Paul A. F. Walter (vol. 41, 1966, pp. 165-66). It is characteristic of
Dr. Reeve that during his final illness he completed a draft of "Navaho
Foreign Affairs, 1795-1846," his last major contribution to the history of the
Navaho.
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RECONSTRUCTION IN NEW MEXICO

LAWRENCE R. MURPHY

A

FULL CENTURY after its inauguration, Reconstruction remains
one of America's most controversial topics. Many still denounce the
excesses of military occupation and political usurpation, while
Negroes demand that the hopes aroused after the Civil War finally
be brought to fruition. Many historians hold that unparalleled
corruption prevailed as Radical Republicans took advantage of
victory to reap personal and political spoils. Trampling hallowed
institutions and abandoning all moderation, Congress almost irreparably altered the composition of American government. 1 Others
dissent. Pointing to the idealism which precipitated emancipation
and worked to recast Southern society in less restrictive molds, they
emphasize the era's positive accomplishments and bemoan its
sudden conclusion in 1877.2
The idealism and corruption which pervaded Congressional
activities in the South must also have been mirrored in the federally controlled territories. Did the interest in liberating Negroes
and forcibly integrating them into Southern society extend to
minority groups elsewhere? Were federal officials in other areas as
concerned with personal profit as they were in the old Confederacy? Analyzing and evaluating Reconstruction activities in New
Mexico as they affected the abolition of Indian slavery and debt
peonageS may help to interpret the Radical program and clarify the
reasons for its ultimate failure.
Demands for the end of involuntary servitude in New Mexico
began soon after the outbreak of the Civil War. William F. M.
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Arny, a midwestern Radical whom President Abraham Lincoln
appointed as Territorial Secretary in the summer of 1862, led a
small but vocal band of Republicans. Along with Indian Superintendent Michael Steck, Chief Justice Kirby Benedict, editor
Hezekiah Johnson of the Rio Ahajo Weekly Press, and others,
Arny advocated what he called "true Republican" precepts. Presidential patronage, selective distribution of printing contracts, and
his own idealistic enthusiasm enabled the Secretary to build up a
strong clique of supporters during his term in office. Slowly, abolitionism spread through the Territory.4
Amy took advantage of Governor Henry Connelly's illness
during late 1862 to present his program to the New Mexico lawmakers. He denounced the "abhorred system of African slavery"
and called for the immediate repeal of all legislation protecting
slaveholders. In New Mexico, the six hundred or more Indians
held in bondage were more significant than the handful of
Negroes. These natives had been purchased and held illegally and
must be released. Nevertheless, Arny realized that freeing these
captives would add to the problem of Indian depredations. He suggested that the legislators propose a means to insure justice for the
masters while liberating the Indians. Perhaps the national government would provide compensation. 5
The Secretary also dealt with the problem of debt peonage,
condemning the Territory's Master and Servant Law, which had
been enacted in 185 I and twice amended. Although it regularized
voluntary service, the act had been so abused that slavery resulted.
Generations of Mexican-Americans remained in bondage to repay
some forgotten ancestor's debts; men, women, and children were
sold like sheep or cattle. No court could act to prevent mistreatment, and few peons could initiate the complex and costly legal
proceedings necessary to win their freedom. Referring his audience
to Chief Justice Benedict's decision in Mariana Jaramillo 17S. Jose
de la Cruz Romero for further details, Arny asked the legislature
to require that debts from peons be collected "in the ordinary
way for any other debtor."6 In spite of Amy's exhortations, no
action was taken. .
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Federal enactments applying to slavery in New Mexico were
similarly ignored. As early as June 19, 1862, Congress passed
legislation emancipating slaves in the District of Columbia and
the territories. But as one New Mexican later complained, "It
neither provided a penalty for its violations nor a remedy for those
desiring to secure its benefits."7 When President Andrew Johnson
learned that western Indians and peons were still being held in
bondage, he issued a special proclamation in June I 865 to require
that all federal employees discontinue and suppress the practice of
enslavement. 8 Later that summer a constitutional amendment
abolishing slavery was ratified but it received no more attention in
the Territory. Even when the New Mexico legislature finally
repealed restrictions against free Negroes and amended the peon
law, provisions for enforcement were so weak that involuntary
servitude continued in many areas. 9
Evidently the major reason for the failure of these enactments
was persistent opposition by many residents. The political faction
led by General James H. Carleton, the Santa Fe Weekly Gazette's
editor James L. Collins, and Governor Connelly protested vigorously. Peonage, they insisted, had existed in New Mexico for more
than two hundred years and could not be ended without seriously
injuring not only the masters, but the servants. Evil and degrading
as the system might be, it could never be eliminated so long as
peons refused to use legal means to secure their rights. Carleton's
supporters also argued that enslavement was an effective method of
punishing Indians for their depredations, and rewarding the citizens who fought the marauders at their own expense. In time,
when Indian raids subsided, the justification for slavery might be
removed. Even so, those who already held captives should not be
deprived of them. Moreover, the family of New Mexico's Republican Delegate to Congress, J. Francisco Chavez, owned more
peons and Indian slaves than anyone in the Territory. Even Secretary Amy once had authorized expeditions sent against the Navajo
to enslave prisoners. 1o
Political developments during 1865-1866 further complicated
efforts to abolish enforced servitude. Like other citizens through-
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out the nation, New Mexicans divided their support between the
Reconstruction policies of President Johnson and the Senate Radicals. Amy and his associates favored the harsher Congressional
policy of Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner. l l The editors of
the Santa Fe New Mexican regularly applauded these politicians,
reprinting their important speeches and legislation. 12 John T.
Russell, the Gazette's new editor,13 led the opposition and established a Conservative Party supporting Johnson's more conciliatory
programs. 14 With the new Governor, Robert B. Mitchell, they
wrote to the Chief Executive in September 1866 endorsing his
"truly patriotic efforts to stay the threatening tide of RADICALISM,
and produce a reunion of the hearts of the people by a firm adherence to the Federal Constitution."15
United States officials took no significant action to liberate
Indian slaves and peons in the Southwest until after the Civil
Rights Bill of I 866. Designed to insure the participation of
Negroes in the nation's political and social affairs, as well as to
perpetuate Republican control of Congress, it bestowed citizenship
upon all Negroes and guaranteed equal civil rights to Americans
regardless of "race, religion, or previous condition of servitude."
Moreover, the act provided for the appointment of federal commissioners to inform citizens of their rights and to initiate court proceedings where necessary. Military officers could also enforce its
regulations. 16 Whether the act applied to New Mexico became a
controversial question. One section specifically excluded "Indians
not taxed" from citizenship; another guaranteed civil rights to
"any inhabitant of any State or Territory."17
Legal action to enforce long-ignored federal legislation began in
January 1867. The case involved Tomas Heredia, who had contracted his services to Jose Marla Garda to repay a debt. After the
peon fled and was arrested, a Dona Ana County Justice of the
Peace ruled that the written peonage contract was valid and returned Heredia to Garda's custody. The case was appealed to the
Territorial Supreme Court. According to Chief Justice John P.
Slough, a Civil War general who had participated in the Battle of
Glorieta Pass, the issue was whether peonage constituted involun-
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tary servitude as deEned in the 1862 act ending slavery in the
territories and in the Thirteenth Amendment. In a unanimous decision, the court ruled that New Mexico's Master and Slave Law
itself demonstrated that peonage was involuntary.18 "It is a service
which is Bed from," they wrote, "and requires and has compulsory
statutes and enactments to recover the fugitive and enforce the
service." Because the law resembled a southern slave code, peonage
must be as restrictive and as illegal as Negro slavery. By freeing
Heredia and invalidating the statute, the court took the first 'step
toward complete abolition of peonage. 19
At the same session Stephen B. Elkins appeared to plead for
further action ending peonage and Indian slavery. A native of
Ohio, raised in Missouri, Elkins had arrived at Mesilla, New
Mexico, in 186+ Still in his twenties, with an attractive personality, a dry wit, and amazing vitality, he quickly rose in political
circles, and won election to the Territorial House of Representatives and an appointment as acting District Attorney.2o
Elkins based his demands on the Civil Rights Act of 1866.'
Reminding the judges that this legislation assured civil rights to
ex-slaves, he explained that it also afforded "ample relief for all
now held as peons and Indian slaves." Federal Commissioners, he
insisted, must be appointed under the provisions of section four to
uncover any evidence of involuntary servitude in New Mexico.
Only then could offenders be prosecuted and assurance guaranteed
that no others would be enslaved like Tomas Heredia in violation
of national law and the Constitution. 21
Reaffirming its earlier decision that federal regulations prohibiting involuntary servitude applied to both peonage and Indian
slavery, the court appointed two commissioners. Samuel Ellison, an
active Radical, was to administer half the Territory. A Kentuckian
by birth, he came to New Mexico in 1848 and occupied numerous
governmental posts including interpreter, librarian, and legislator
during the next forty years. 22 He also took an active part in Republican politics. 23 The other appointee, E. D. Thompson, apparently has left no record of his activities in the Southwest. 24
The two men traveled to various parts of the Territory in
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search of slaves-motivated by zeal to free those held in bondage or
to earn the $10 fee promised for each liberation. 25 When he arrived
in a town, the Commissioner determined whether there were
peons or Indian slaves. He investigated any reports, then informed
all the servants of their legal rights and urged those who wished to
leave their masters to do so. Charges might be filed against offending slaveholders, and they were held over to the next court session
for trial. Probably because of intense local opposition26 and difficulties in proving that a peon or Indian slave was being held
against his will, the commissioners were only partially successful.
Ellison filed claims for having freed a total of twenty-one persons;
Thompson reported only five. 27
Officials in Washington, apparently unaware of developments
in New Mexico, proceeded to strengthen abolition programs for
the Territory. On January 3, 1867, Senator Charles Sumner introduced a resolution that the Judiciary Committee "consider if any
further legislation is needed to prevent the enslavement of Indians
in New Merico or any system of peonage there. . . ." He had
often requested that President Lincoln abolish that particular
brand of slavery in New Mexico, but in spite of everything Congress and the President had done, it persisted. As evidence, the
fiery Radical read from the Annual Report on Indian Affairs,
which documented the existence of involuntary servitude and
described the difficulties in overcoming the system. Worst of all,
federal officials, including the Superintendent of Indian Affairs,
themselves kept Indian slaves or peons. Officers of the United
States Army had been authorized by their superiors to recapture
fugitives. 28 Certain that New Mexicans would not willingly
abolish such a diabolical system, the Massachusetts Senator favored
Special Agent J. K. Graves' recommendation that a Radical federal
officer be sent west to supervise abolition. Sumner's motion easily
passed, but after some discussion the proposal went to the Military
Affairs Committee. 29
On January 26, 1867, Senator Henry Wilson of Massachusetts introduced a bill "to abolish and forever prohibit the system of
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peonage in the Territory of New Mexico and other parts of the
United States."30 As submitted by the committee, it contained
three major provisions. First, peonage was abolished and alliegislation supporting it invalidated. Second, persons holding a peon, arresting or returning anyone to such a condition would be fined
$ 1,000 to $5,000 and imprisoned from one to five years. Finally,
New Mexico's civil and military officials were obligated to enforce
the act. Any military officer who refused might be court martialed
and prohibited from holding further governmental positions. 3! An
add~tional section would have voided any "debts, obligations, loans
or advances" for which peonage had been contracted, but Wilson
moved to exclude the provision even before debates began, apparently fearful that the act would be declared unconstitutional
for invalidating contracts. 32
It became evident during the discussions that the lawmakers
were unaware of the real problems. When Senator Garrett Davis
of Kentucky requested a "clear, succinct, comprehensible" definition of peonage, Wilson could only describe it as "a condition of
modified servitude, which we have inherited from Mexico." Indiana's Henry S. Lane added that the system exchanged debts for
labor. Davis sarcastically retorted that he had been in that "same
state of slavery" himself for many years and proposed that such a
silly bill be postponed until after the new Congress met on March 4Wilson insisted that the matter was urgent and serious. Wisconsin
Senator James R. Doolittle, who had recently returned from a visit
to the Southwest, seconded the plea for speed. Courts might eventually eliminate peonage, but if the Senate approved this bill, the
whole system would "fall to the ground at once." The bill passed
by a voice vote, won easy approval in the lower house, and was
signed into law by President Andrew Johnson on March 2, 1867.33
Even New Mexico's opponents to abolition were forced to
admit that the act legally prohibited involuntary servitude. Governor Mitchell, unenthusiastic about the whole matter, issued a
proclamation reprinting the legislation and officially freeing all
who had been held to service or labor. He also warned that offend-
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ers would be dealt with severely and ordered the Territorial District Attorney to prosecute anyone who persisted in holding
peons. 34 The Gazette accepted the inevitable: "Whatever may be
the views of those who hold peons with regard to the law," editor
John Russell wrote, "it now becomes their duty to obey and respect
it, as it is the duty of the officers of the government to enforce it."35
Contrary to predictions in Washington, the peon law failed to
eliminate slavery in the Southwest. The act lacked provisions for
appointing federal commissioners to be paid according to the number of persons freed, and there was no humanitarian movement in
favor of enforcement. Moreover, in remote and inaccessible parts
of the Territory, peons and even free men were still so reluctant to
testify that it was nearly impossible to convict offenders. 36 Although
Governor Mitchell reported in December 1867 that peonage had
been "entirely broken Up,"37 hundreds, perhaps thousands, of New
Mexicans remained in bondage.
. The appointment of William W. Griffin as an additional
Commissioner, early in 1868, had more effect than the passage of
the peon law. Griffin was a convinced Radical. An engineer and
surveyor by profession, he had come to New Mexico in 1860 from
his native western Virginia. After serving in minor clerical posts
with the Army, he became New Mexico deputy to collect income
taxes imposed during the Civil War. 3S In later years he was to
gain notoriety and wealth, surveyed large land grants, and for
several years managed the First National Bank of Santa Fe. 39
Now, enticed by the dual desire to liberate men and earn fees,
he set out for Taos County in search of slaves. With the aid of
United States Marshal John Pratt and his deputies, he collected
reports, carried out investigations, and issued arrest warrants in
two hundred and ninety cases. 40 Many of the county's leading
citizens were involved: Maria Means and Benigna Lee each held
five servants; Elija Branch, Ram6n Medina, and Juan Duran had
fewer. 41 Griffin also informed the captives of their rights under the
law, urging them to "live where and work for whom they desired."
He promised Army transportation for any who wished to move
elsewhere or return to the Navajo country.42 The Commissioner
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freed an additional one hundred and forty-six persons in Rio Arriba
and Santa Fe counties. 43
When Griffin was completing his first round of investigations,
Secretary and Acting Governor Herman H. Heath issued a new
anti-peonage proclamation. Strongly denouncing slavery of "every
manner and nature," the Radical official demanded an end to the
system "at variance with the principles of a Republican government and repugnant to the moral, social and political advancement
of the victims. . . ." Even after peonage had been abolished by
both the Territorial Legislature and the United States Congress,
he said, New Mexicans still maintained the system. All slaves must
be given immediate release. To be certain of compliance, he ordered
every civilian official in the Territory to do his utmost in "utterly
destroying" the institution. 44
Armed with this new weapon, Griffin reached Santa Fe and
began to prepare almost four hundred cases for presentation to the
Grand Jury in July. In spite of his enthusiasm, the Commissioner
proved exceedingly inept at presenting his cases for indictment.
For example, when quizzed about the evidence against Juan Santisteban, he could not remember whether the accused had one or
two Indians or if he had admitted to having purchased them. No
testimony had been taken from the Indians involved, so the
prosecution could not prove that servitude had been involuntary.
"I proceeded upon the ground that Indians being found in the
possession of parties was sufficient for issuing warrants," he replied,
adding that "where upon investigation the party did not deny holding," he had bound him over to await tria1. 45
As a result, the Grand Jury struck a paralyzing, if expected,
blow against the Government's attempt to end involuntary servi.tude. Although it admitted that peonage had been used to keep
generations of men in "gross ignorance," the jury sympathized
with the accused because the system was a traditional one which
had prevailed in the Southwest for hundreds of years. Slavery was
illegal, however, and anyone who held servants against their will
must be punished. Since, in the cases presented for hearing, there
was no evidence that servants had been either "forcibly restrained
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or ill-treated," no indictments could be issued. 46 Griffin had failed
even to have his cases brought to trial, but he was certain that the
servants he had freed would not be re-enslaved. 47
When he had completed work in Taos County, Griffin submitted accounts to the Treasury Department totaling $2,895. He
expected to be paid as quickly as Ellison and Thompson had been.
Then, with funds available, he could continue his work. 48 He was
shocked when R. W. Taylor, First Comptroller of the Treasury,
refused payment. According to the Washington official, the $I 0
fee applied only to cases brought under the Civil Rights Act of
1866. Since Griffin had freed New Mexicans in accordance with
the provisions of the 1867 peon law, he was not eligible for
compensation. 49
For the next three years the two men argued over payment of
Griffin's accounts. In reply to allegations that "Indians not taxed"
were excluded from the Civil Rights Act, District Attorney Elkins,
ex-Secretary Amy, and even Delegate J. Francisco Chavez joined
Griffin in pointing out that a New Mexico court had ruled that the
law did apply. Griffin learned that no copy of the Heredia decision
was available.50 He had to send to Washington in its place a letter
from Joab Houghton, the only participating judge in the Territory.51 In spite of every argument-even the legal technicality of
whether the remedial section of a law had precedence over its
declaratory segments52- Taylor refused to pay a cent. 53
Griffin now turned to Congressional leaders. Ex-Secretary
Amy personally carried correspondence to Senator Sumner. A
petition describing the case in detail was sent to both houses of
Congress. Griffin moved from legal to humanitarian arguments.
Thousands of peons and Indian slaves were being harshly treated,
even murdered, he reported, often detailing particular cases.
A whole file of "informations" in his office described cases crying
for action, but, without funds to pay expenses, no commissioner
would undertake such a project.
Can you not in your high position take some effective steps in
support of those who have given their time and means to enforcing
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the laws against slavery in this territory? Cannot something be done
toward requiring the Comptroller to settle these accounts under the
law and not leave the question of the enforcement of the law to the
caprice of that officer? Otherwise slavery and peonage will exist here
in the future as it has done for more than two hundred years. . . .54

Finally, in May 1872, after requesting Griffin's file from the
Comptroller's office,55 the House Judiciary Committee considered
the evidence, and on the 15th sponsored a special bill ordering
treasury officials to pay Griffin $4,35° for services rendered as
United States Commissioner. The measure passed the lower house
without opposition.56 In the Senate a debate arose as to whether it
was important enough to be given precedence over several other
matters. Senator Carpenter finally pleaded that the "small measure" was "all right and ought to pass," whereupon his colleagues
gave their unanimous consent. 57 Signed by President Grant, the
Griffin bill became law June 12. 58 Griffin soon received payment,
but made no further efforts at liberation.
While Griffin was busy fighting Washington bureaucrats,
Congress had taken new action. Territorial Delegate Charles P.
Clever sparked renewed interest with a resolution requesting the
Judiciary Committee to inquire whether more legislation was
necessary.59 On July 25, 1868, Representative Benjamin F. Butler,
a leading Massachusetts Radical, introduced House Resolution
362. Because of the civilian government's failure to act, the bill
requested that Lieutenant General William T. Sherman "use the
most efficient means his judgment will approve" to eliminate
peonage among Navajo women and children. It was approved in
the House without debate, quickly passed by the Senate, and
signed by the President on July 27, 1868:30
Contrary to expectations, the new resolve created more confusion and bewilderment. When Sherman received the communication, he wrote Brevet Major General George W. Getty, Commanding the District of New Mexico, who in turn promulgated
General Order Number 27, which was circulated throughout the
Territory and reprinted in the Weekly Gazette. 61 The civilians
charged with eliminating peonage wondered how this would affect
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them. Pointing out that some progress had already been made,
Marshal Pratt asked whether he should alter his methods now
that the military were involved. 62 District Attorney Elkins wrote
Getty about the matter, and his letter was forwarded to Sherman.
Although the Army had been assigned the major role in
southern Reconstruction, it too refused to accept responsibility in
New Mexico. The Commanding General offered full cooperation
with the civil authorities and promised never to interfere with such
investigations. He would provide transportation or any other assistance when needed. The "chief object of the military," however,
was to aid Navajo at Fort Sumner to recover their children. 63
Thus the force which might have been able to do most to end
peonage and Indian slavery refused to act. Abolition efforts came
to an end. Gradually, with economic and social change, involuntary servitude in New Mexico disappeared.
The reasons for the ineffectiveness of Reconstruction legislation in New Mexico are complex. Men like Amy and Elkins seem
to have been moved by the highest motives. Only Griffin benefited financially from abolition legislation. Poor communication
between officials in Washington and those in the Southwest
frequently hampered activity on both sides. Congress passed
legislation which did not apply to western conditions. Territorial
officials often had to guess at what laws meant; and, when they
acted erroneously, a Washington bureaucrat brought the whole
program to a halt. The men charged with carrying out the law
were poorly chosen and inadequately instructed. Even Griffin, had
he known what sort of evidence was needed and how to collect
it, might have successfully prosecuted the hundreds of cases dismissed by the Grand Jury. Finally, there was intense local opposition; trials before local peon-holding citizens would never end
peonage.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO NOTES

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY of New Mexico is taking a leading
part in plans to open the cornerstone of the Soldiers' Monument
in Santa Fe's historic Plaza on Memorial Day, May 30, 1968.
When the cornerstone was laid, it was announced that it should
be opened after a hundred years had passed.
The Old Santa Fe Association, an organization dedicated to preservation of historic structures in the capital city, is handling the
program. Its committee is headed by Jack D. Rittenhouse, current
president of the Historical Society of New Mexico, and John Caw
Meem, noted New Mexico architect. Other organizations involved
will be the Historical Society of Santa Fe, the Masons, and the
Odd Fellows, together with an expected delegation from Colorado.
Arrangements and program will duplicate the original event as
far as possible. The cornerstone was laid October 24, 1867. In
October 1967, the Santa Fe groups began preliminary plans, but
it was decided to hold the commemorative ceremony on Memorial
Day, 1968, as more fitting.
On November 5, 1867, the Santa Fe New Mexican reported
the event:
At 2 p.m. the procession of citizens formed in the middle of the
Plaza, headed by the band, and marched to the front of the Cathedral
where it halted and was joined by the committee from Colorado, G.
W. Griffey, Gov. Evans and C. A. Chever, Gen'!. Getty and Staff
and the Masons and Odd Fellows of the city and returned to the
Plaza where the formal ceremonies took place, as follows: . . .
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Chief Justice Slough whilst the box was being sealed read the list
of articles contained in it as follows:
List of relics deposited in Corner Stone of the Monument:
Constitution of the United States; Declaration of Independence;
Organic Act of New Mexico; compiled laws of New Mexico.
1866-7 Laws of the Territory of New Mexico English.
1866-7 Laws of the Territory of New Mexico Spanish.
1866-7 Journals of the Legislative Council English.
1866-7 Journals of the Legislative Council Spanish.
1866-7 Journals of the House of Representatives, English.
1866-7 Journals of the House of Representatives, Spanish.
List of Civil officers of the Territory.
List of Military officers on duty in Santa Fe.
Specimens of coins of the United States as follows:
One half dollar, coined AD. 1855, silver; one quarter dollar, coined
AD. 1858, silver; one dime, coined AD. 1854, silver; one half dime,
coined AD. 1855, silver; one dollar, coined AD. 1860, California
Gold; one cent, coined AD. 1843, copper; one half dime, coined
AD. 1867, nickel; one cent, coined AD. 1859, nickel; one union
medal, coined AD. 1863, nickel.
Names of Monument Commission and Architect.
Copy of oration delivered on occasion of laying cornerstone, October 24th, AD. 1867.
Copy of program of said occasion.
Copies of the Gazette, New Mexican, and Albuquerque Press,
newspapers published in this Territory.
List of military officers in battle of "Valverde," "Apache Canon,"
and "La Glorieta."
Masonic Relics.
Executive seal of New Mexico; seal of Secretary of New Mexico;
seal of Supreme Court of New Mexico; seal of the First Judicial
District Court of the United States for the Territory of New Mexico; specimens of United States fractional currency as follows:
One half dollar issue of 1863; one quarter dollar, issue of 1863; one
dime, issue of 1863; one half dime, issue of 1863.
The stone was then lowered and declared by the Deputy Grand
Master to have been properly laid in conformity with the usages of
the Ancient order of Masons.
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The date of the ceremony, October 24, 1867, has been confirmed recently by the minutes of the Montezuma Lodge No. 109.
They state that "the cornerstone of the monument to be there
erected
. was laid by the said Grand Lodge with due ceremony
" The monument itself was erected later, as evidenced
by that part of its inscription that honors the Legislatures of 1866,
1867, and 1868.
An interesting problem faces the centennial committee this year:
the cornerstone is not identifiable by any visible surface indications.
Tradition states it is probably the northeast corner. On all corners
are various foundation layers, and it will be a ticklish job to locate the exact stone.
The general public and, in particular, all interested in the history of New Mexico are invited to attend the event in Santa Fe.
JACK

D.

RITTENHOUSE,

President
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THE LITTLE WAR OF GUADALAJARA..:..1587-1590
RICHARD E. GREENLEAF'"

ONE of the major royal concerns for the proper administration of
colonial Mexico was to avoid conflict of interest when officials became socially and economically involved in local affairs. In order to
insure loyal and impartial government, marriage alliances between
officials and local families were discouraged; and viceroys, judges
and provincial functionaries were forbidden to engage in commercial undertakings. These policies were slow to evolve during the
.sixteenth century, and it was common knowledge that viceroys and
oidores did have an economic stake in the community. In the interior provinces of the north, the holding of political office became
synonymous with economic opportunism. It was a difficult pattern
to break.
In 1575 Philip II decreed that henceforth it would be illegal
for officials, from the viceregal down to provincial level, to marry,
or for members of their families to wed, without royal permission
and deprivation of office. 1 For more than a decade the cedula
caused no great inconvenience in New Spain. The king granted
exemptions to officials who made the correct petitions.
During the viceregency of don Alvaro Manrique de Zuniga;
Marques of Villamanrique, seventh viceroy of Mexico (15 8 51590), however, the judges on the two Audiencias under his
supervision (New Spain and Guadalajara) began to violate the
law. The Viceroy's troubles began with his oidor-colleagues on
• The author wishes to express his appreciation to Professor France V. Scholes,
who first suggested this topic and shared documents from his collection.
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the Audiencia of Mexico, of which he was president, or chief
justice. In a letter to the king, dated October I, 1587, Villamanrique outlined the major problems. He related that for the most
part the judges sent out from Spain were fresh out of law schoolsome had come directly from Salamanca to Mexico. They were too
young and did not have the practical and legal experience required
for so responsible a job in the royal hierachy. Lacking personal and
professional maturity, these appointees failed to maintain proper
detachment and became too sociable with the citizenry. Being
young men, they were prone to fall in love, or to marry in order to
improve their. financial and social positions, and so became involved in the economic life of the colony. The business interests
of the families into which they married too frequently influenced
the oidores' decisions in the administration of royal justice. Villamanrique counseled Philip II to send more experienced and
mature judges, already married, to fill vacancies. Villamanrique
also described the situation engendered by the shortage of oidores.
For example, when Dr. Paredes was too ill to continue his duties,
only one oidor, Dr. Francisco Sande, remained to attend to the
business of the court.
As a result the king appointed three new justices: Dr. Santiago
del Riego, Dr. Andres Saldierna de Mariaca, and Licenciado
Hernando Saavedra de Valderrama. 2 At first the new judges were
very industrious and Villamanrique expressed his approval. Then
Dr. Paredes died and the other two began to neglect their duties
and take too much part in social activities. Both were bachelors
and a bit non-conformist; both were suing for the hand of a
wealthy young heiress. Dr. Saldierna de Mariaca won her, although Saavedra· de Valderrama had asked formal permission to
marry her. Later Saavedra tried to marry the daughter of Juan de
Villasenor Cervantes of Guanajuato, and finally wed a daughter
of Juan Bautista de Lomas y Colmenares, scion of the first family
of Nueva Galicia.
Saldierna's conduct scandalized Villamanrique. He informed
the Crown in October 1587 that although he was the senior oidor,
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Saldierna de Mariaca had contracte~ matrimony with dona Leonor
de SolIs; daughter of the wealthy encomendero of Oculma, for a
dowry of forty thousand pesos. The Viceroy reprimanded Saldierna
and refused to permit the marriage or payment of the dowry-even
though the oidor claimed he had written to Philip II asking permission. Villamanrique said it was indecorous for the Senior Didor
to carry on as he did, going to Leonor's house to dine, staying long
after the other guests had departed, hanging around her residence
all the time. In his report to his successor of February 1590 the
Viceroy rounded out the story.s The Viceroy charged that while
Saldierna was courting Leonor SolIs two important cases involving
her family were dismissed in their favor. Moreover, Leonor had
presented Saldierna with a daughter on San Juan Day, 1588, even
though, in the eyes of the civil authorities, they had not yet received permission to marry. The Viceroy said that his senior oidor
had dared to announce to him the birth of a "new subject" for the
Viceroy. Villamanrique was obliged to admonish Saldierna "not to
tell me such things, because I do not wish to hear them."
Because Dr. Saldierna had made no secret of his marriage and
parenthood to his colleagues, Lie. Valderrama and others-telling
them that he was married and was not sorry for it-and since his
wife's family was related to most of the prominent families of the
viceregal capital, Viceroy Villamanrique decided that Saldierna
would not be able to administer justice impartially. In order to
document the marriage, the birth of a daughter, and the Solis connections, Villamanrique took copious testimony from the midwife
and other persons and sent it. to the king. Although Oidor Saldierna claimed that his marriage and new family were a product
of Villamanrique's imagination, the Viceroy offered proof to the
contrary. After Villamanrique removed him from office, Saldierna
set up his home as a gambling house frequented by the riffraff of
Mexico City.
Villamanrique sent clergymen and members of the Audiencia
staff to Saldierna in an effort to persuade him to change his wicked
ways, but to no effect. So when Saldierna's servant dubbed a tailor
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who had gossiped about dona Leonor and the child, II almost in the
presence of Dr. Santiago del Riego," the Viceroy exiled the offending master from Mexico. There is no doubt that Villamanrique's
vexations with his own audiencia in Mexico City influenced his
attitudes in the struggle with the judges of the Audiencia of Nueva
Galicia which threatened to embroil the frontier of the Viceroyalty
of New Spain in civil war and forced Villamanrique from office in
1590. Although the struggle began with a controversy over the
marriage of judges on the Guadalajara Audiencia, the Viceroy's
fall resulted from deeper political and economic problems.
THE Marques de Villamanrique was a stern viceroy of New
Spain, a man determined to enforce the spirit as well as the letter of
the law. Earlier viceroys had compromised in narrowing the gap
between theory and practice in colonial administration, but Villamanrique delved into political and financial matters with a tenacity
that often antagonized vested interests. Perhaps, with his penchant
to reorganize administrative processes and to consolidate royal
power, Villamanrique was stubborn and inflexible. His enemies in
Guadalajara called him intemperate. But he always seemed to
uphold the king's prerogatives and the public interest with an
impartial mind when he enunciated policies and saw to their
enforcement.
With the reduction in colonial income during the last two
decades of the sixteenth century, and the decline in native population resulting in labor shortages,' Viceroy Villamanrique began
many regulatory policies to promote efficient public finance and
economic stability. His searching inquiry into fiscal procedures in
Veracruz, Zacatecas, and Nueva Galicia aroused animosity. He
recommended to Philip II the construction of an official highway
between Veracruz and Mexico City, not only for the sake of better
communications but for better control of distribution in the Mexican economy.5 His regulations on the manufacture and sale of
wine in Indian villages and the excessive number of tavernsthere were more than eighty bars in Cholula alone-were designed
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to increase revenue. The merchants were very surly at the prospect
of regulation, saying they had licenses from Spain· to sell their
goods anywhere they pleased. Regulations on slaughterhouses and
the issuance of licenses to weigh meats were other methods employed by the Viceroy to control the economy at the lower levels.
Control over the mining and sale of salt, sericulture in the Mixteca,
and stem supervision of gambling facilities resulted from Villamanrique's determination to mould the economic and moral character of New Spain. 6
Villamanrique's most successful financial achievements were
his tight rein on the quicksilver market, which enabled him to
supervise mining activities in the north, and his establishment of an
Acuerdo de Hacienda, or Tribunal of Accounts. In March 1587
the Viceroy got royal approval for his new acuerdo, arid he initiated
a weekly tribunal, over which he presided, to review financial
matters, taxation-especially sales taxes and customs duties-and
see to the regulation of quicksilver. The Viceroy, the Crown ·attorney, and the Senior Oidor of the Audiencia made up the
Acuerdo. 7 Perhaps the very success of the new court, and Villamanrique's statements that the Audiencia of Guadalajara should be
subordinate to the acuerdo in financial matters, stiffened the
opposition to his viceregency.
Villamanrique's attitude toward royal supervision of church
activities as defined in the Patronato Real differed considerably
from that of his predecessor, Archbishop-Viceroy Pedro Moya de
Contreras. The new viceroy complained to the king about the
general obstreperousness of the clergy and their tendency toward
autonomous action. 8 For example, in 1586 he related that cooperation from the clergy came only from the bishops of Oaxaca and
Michoacan, who were humble friars and respected the royal
patronage. The other bishops made every effort to evade viceregal
enforcement of the Patroriato. 9 The situation compelled the Viceroy to issue a specific instruction to the bishops on nomination of
clergy, their installation with an oath to obey the Patronato, and
other procedures. Villamanrique singled out the Bishop of Puebla
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as especially defiant of political authority. The Viceroy's problems
with the bishops were to have unfortunate ramifications in the
little war of Guadalajara.
Villamanrique's Indian policy caused great consternation
among the Spanish population. In 1590 he informed his successor
that he had soon become aware of continuing population decline
as a result of Spanish labor policies and harsh treatment of the
natives. In order to remedy the deplorable situation, he had contrived a whole series of new policies on the repartimiento, or labor
draft, and the obrajes, woolen and cotton textile mills using Indian
labor. lO By reducing the number of natives drafted from each
village, prohibiting that they be sent to work far from their homes,
and by assuring them at least a subsistence supply of food, the
Viceroy valiantly tried to instill a spirit of conservation of labor
supply and to curb excessive exploitation. Since profits from their
ventures were levelling off or declining, and tribute income from
encomiendas had shrunk, the colonists resented Villamanrique's
actions. Many went to the northern frontier, hoping to evade viceregal meddling. The clergy were especially critical of the new
policies because they depended upon Indian labor and feudal dues
for their economic well-being.
The Viceroy tried to administer and supervise three major
I
frontier areas: the province of Nuevo Leon in the northeast, the
north central Chichimec frontier of Nueva Vizcaya, and the settlements of Nueva Galicia in the northwest. Obviously, the dispersion of authority and the great distances hampered his actions.
For instance, he took the famous Governor Luis de Carvajal of
Nuevo Leon to task for slave raiding in the Rio Grande area,
where he committed many atrocities among Indians who knew
neither the Spaniard nor the Church, selling them as slaves at
the mines or on the haciendas of the central valley of Mexico. l l
Carvajal was arrested by the Inquisition after appearing before
Villamanrique on other counts, but the Viceroy complained that
Carvajal's lieutenant governor, Gaspar Castano, was committing
these same reprehensible acts, with a group of marauding soldiers
who had "no sense of justice or Christian feeling."

GREENLEAF: LITTLE WAR

125

Perhaps it was Villamanrique's conduct of the Chichimec
War which caused the initial friction with the Guadalajara Audiencia. 12 When the Viceroy proceeded to eliminate the communications barrier between the central valley and the rich silver mines of
Zacatecas, caused by the Chichimecs, the miners and the Guadalajara judges saw an end to their autonomy. Hard feelings had
arisen from a struggle between the Audiencia of Nueva Galicia
and the Audiencia of Mexico over military jurisdiction. In the
1560's it had been customary for the Viceroy and Audiencia of
Mexico to appoint a lieutenant captain general as field commander.
The judges and president of the New Galicia Audiencia also
appointed a commander-Rodrigo del RIO de Loza in the 157°1590 period-refusing to recognize the supreme command of the
Viceroy. Although Villamanrique agreed to Rodrigo del Rio de
Loza as viceregal commander of the troops in the Chichimec
campaigns, he supervised with a heavy hand, prohibited the enslavement of non-bellicose Chichimecs, and severely limited the
sale of captured Indians for the mines of Zacatecas and Nueva
Galicia. 13 It is probable that viceregal military planning in Chichimeca, around Zacatecas, and on the fringes of Nueva Galicia
made the Guadalajara oidores apprehensive.
A chain of settlements in the area of modern Jalisco had been
established during the first two decades of the Mexican conquest.
By the 1540'S the missionary clergy, miners, and cattle ranchers
had populated the region to such an extent that separate political
and legal jurisdiction seemed necessary. In 1548 the Audiencia of
Nueva Galicia, suffragan to the Viceroy and the Audiencia of
Mexico, was established at Compostela. The headquarters of the
Audienda was moved to Guadalajara in 156o, and by 1573 it was
made a royal chancellery, or independent court, with a president
of its own and responsible to the Council of the Indies. 14 Many
viceroys, Villamanrique among them, doubted the efficacy of a
separate frontier jurisdiction with only perfunctory superVisory
control from Mexico City.
The Audiencia of Guadalajara, .like its counterparts all over
the Spanish empire, was far more than a judicial body. It exercised
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quasi-legislative and executive functions as well, and had political
and economic jurisdiction over the far northern frontier. By the
last quarter of the sixteenth century influential cattle barons and
mining families had come to dominate much of the economic life
of New Galicia. Two of these entrepreneurs, Juan Bautista de
Lomas y Colmenares and Rodrigo del Rio de Loza, were related
to families of Zacatecas.
Vested interests were becoming increasingly hostile to economic supervision by the crown. Jurisdictional subterfuge was a
frequent means of escaping royal control. Wherever the viceroy's
authority was nebulous, or where he shared it with other officials,
colonists relied on loose construction of the law. Whenever possible, they employed the "obedezco pero no cumplo" (I obey but I
do not execute) formula and ignored higher authority. On New
Spain's northern frontier monopolization of mining and ranching
activities developed a wealthy class who sought to control political
office as well. During the reign of Philip II (1555-1598) it became
customary to sell public office for revenue. 15 Parry notes that "the
usual purchasers of municipal offices in New Galicia were local
encomenderos, ranchers and mine owners."16
If young Audiencia judges were eager to increase their incomes
by marriage, the economically active families also saw advantages
from marrying daughters or sisters to the oidores. The oidores of
Mexico and Guadalajara were responsible for regulation of mining
and codification of mining law, for authorization of repartimientos,
distribution of land, military assessments, rewarding services in
campaigns against barbarous Indians, sale of public office, probation of wills and administration of the property of those who died
intestate, supervision of provincial and local political offices, and
auditing and supervision of treasury matters. 17 Obviously, having
a relative at court could be helpful to miners and cattle ranchers.
Because of his exacting fiscal regulations and his Indian
policies, Viceroy Villamanrique had a difficult job in his supervisory capacity vis-a-vis the Audiencia of Guadalajara. Intermarriage of royal officialdom and the wealthy families in Nueva
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Galicia had created a privileged oligarchy. Judicial decisions, law
enforcement, and treasury matters were influenced by family connections. The processing and taxing of silver were in the hands of
people whose scrupulous honesty Villamanrique questioned. Furthermore, the Guadalajara officials acted with arrogant autonomy,
challenging viceregal authority and Villamanrique's desire to give
meaningful direction to political and economic affairs in Nueva
Galicia. He met with resistance whenever he tried to modify procedures or insure compliance with royal orders in the imperial
interest. The rich silver areas of Zacatecas were so far from
Mexico City and communications with Guadalajara so bad that
Villamanrique felt it unwise for these settlements to be administered by the Audiencia of Guadalajara.
Like other viceroys, Villamanrique questioned the need for a
separate and semi-autonomous jurisdiction in Guadalajara. He
claimed that the diffusion of political power often militated against
the royal interest, and that the area was too sparsely populated. IS
Since most people inevitably c_ame to Mexico City on business, and
the capital was just as acces_sible from the northern frontier as
Guadalajara, which was relatively close to Mexico City, Villamanrique queried the king about the real need for a separate tribunal.
Why not a small, competent, loyal, and unencumbered body of
royal officials to administer justice and finance in Nueva Galicia,
while the Audiencia remained where it could be adequately supervised by the Viceroy? Villamanrique thought his recommendation
to the king was especially appropriate in view of the scarcity of
oidores to staff audiencias. 19
Villamanrique complained that finance in Nueva Galicia, including silver mining, lacked proper safeguards for the royal
treasury to be able to cope with dishonesty and conflict of interest.
He suggested two methods of remedying the situation. First, the
viable and expanding Mexican jurisdictions might pattern themselves after the Peruvian experience. There the viceroy did have
the necessary and proper controls and, in some cases, retained the
title of President of outlying audiencias. Or, if the king did not

128

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLIII: 2 1968

choose to remodel the Guadalajara jurisdiction, he asked for a
cedula relieving him of all responsibility for Nueva Galicia,
placing the province outside of the administration of New Spain
proper. The viceroy wanted authority commensurate with responsibility or no authority at all.
The oidores of Guadalajara took the position that their president, not Viceroy Villamanrique, was the ranking official in Nueva
Galicia. With jealous zeal they fought viceregal interference in
their affairs. The issue was not unique. It was the fundamental
question in top-ranking SpanIsh colonial administration throughout the empire: Where did priJ11ary authority of the viceroy stop?
Where did the oidores' power begin in Indian affairs, economic
matters, and law enforcement? This .question was never answered
by the king or his Council of the Indies. In Nueva Galicia the
problem led to civil warin 1587 and 1588, a conflict which the
Franciscan chronicler Fray Antonio Tello called "the little war of
Guadalajara."2o The matter of marriages by oidores and fiscales
of the court was merely a symptom of the conflict between vested
interests and royal controls. Obviously, the regional powers prevailed, if not with royal blessing, with the Spanish government's
tolerance. Philip II had given Villamanrique responsibility without sufficient authority.
After the serious trouble with the oidores of the Audiencia of
Mexico concerning marriage and conflict of interest in the Saldierna de Mariaca and Saavedra Valderrama cases in 1587 and
1588, Viceroy Villamanrique was on the alert for similar problems
in Guadalajara. He decided to assert his authority and force the
Audiencia of Guadalajara to obey the royal cedula on marriage and
conflict of interest. The fiscal of the Guadalajara audiencia, Lic.
Miguel de Pinedo, provoked the first controversy by marrying his
daughter to a wealthy resident of Nueva Galicia. Since Pinedo had
no royal dispensation for the marriage, Viceroy Villamanrique sent
an order to Guadalajara depriving him of office. Pinedo refused to
acknowledge the order, and despite a second mandamus from the
viceroy; the Audiencia allowed Pinedo.to continue in office. 21
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The cause celebre, which resulted in armed conflict between
the Viceroy of New Spain and the Audiencia of Nueva Galicia in
1588, was the marriage of Didor Licenciado Nuno Nunez de
Villavicencio to dona Maria de Lomas y Colmenares, daughter of
Juan Bautista de Lomas y Colmenares of Las Nieves. Presumably
Villamanrique wrote Philip II for instructions on how to deal with
the matter, for on June 18, 1588, the king commanded the viceroy
to enforce the prohibitions against the marriage of oidores. 22
The bride brought Nunez de Villavicencio a dowry of twelve
thousand pesos and connection with one of the wealthiest families
on the northern frontier. 23 Since the oidor had not received royal
permission to marry, Viceroy Villamanrique proceeded to divest
him of office and salary. At the time, the office of president of the
Audiencia of Nueva Galicia was vacant, and no one was willing to
carry out the order. Nunez de Villavicencio's colleagues refused to
deprive him of his position, and the treasury officials, not being
responsible to the viceroy, continued to pay his salary. When
Villamanrique ordered the oidor to come to Mexico City to answer
charges, the Audiencia of Guadalajara denied the Viceroy's jurisdiction in the case. 24 In<::ensed by the rebuff, Villamanrique
ordered Nunez de Villavicencio's arrest.
Early in 1589 the military phase of the struggle started. Some
accounts say that the Viceroy "decided to reduce the Audiencia to
opedience by force" and that he assembled an army under the
command of Gil Verdugo de Avila to invade the city of Guadalajara. 25 Villamanrique, in his report to the second Viceroy Velasco
claimed that he had sent troops to arrest Nunez de Villavicencio,
who spread the word that the Viceroy was attempting to arrest the
entire Audiencia. 26 The judges raised an army of local encomenderos and supporters, with the famous and wealthy Rodrigo del
Rio de Loza in command, and the forces confronted each other
at Analco, a suburb of Guadalajara. Chroniclers partisan to Guadalajara maintain that a bloody battle would have followed had not
Bishop Domingo de Arzola, in full pontifical garb, interposed
himself between the two armies with the Holy Sacrament in his
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hands. "With sermons and showers of tears"27 he persuaded the
viceregal forces to withdraw. Apparently the city was well fortified
and ready to give combat.
Villamanrique's account is quite different,28 He claimed that
Nunez de Villavicencio had so misrepresented his intention that
people believed the entire Audiencia was to be arrested. He reported to the king and to Viceroy Luis de Velasco II, his successor,
that the Audiencia and Rodrigo del Rio de Loza had gathered "all
the outlaws and proHigates of the kingdom" to stage an uprising
and repel Verdugo. Sensing the madness of this restless and terrible mob, Verdugo demurred. In order to avoid further outrages,
Villamanrique ordered his own ministers to withdraw.
While the battle of words continued and the military lines
were formed, the Audiencia of Guadalajara wrote letters to the
King, to the Tribunal of the Holy Office of the Inquisition in
Mexico City, and to the Audiencia of Mexico to discredit Villamanrique and spread the word that the colony was on the verge
of civil war. 29 The oidores found willing allies in the Cabildo of
Guadalajara and the Nueva Galicia clergy, who gave credence to
the reports. 30 When the reverberations reached Philip II and the
Council bf the Indies, Villamanrique was removed from office
(December 1589) and' Velasco II appointed. The judges of
Guadalajara had accomplished what they set outto do.
In his study of the Audiencia of Nueva Galicia, Parry feels
that the adroit, if somewhat reprehensible tactics of the Audiencia
taught future viceroys a lesson: "All was quiet by the time Velasco
arrived in Mexico; but it is significant that throughout his distinguished and successful reign he used the greatest tact and forbearance in dealing with the authorities of New Galicia."31 In his
report to his successor in February 1 590, Villamanrique claimed
that the oidores of Guadalajara were Haunting the law. Not only
had they gone completely free as a result of the uprising, but they
had consistently refused to obey the Viceroy in his capacity as
governor. Villamanrique charged that his policies and changes of
procedure in fiscal and military administration were ignored in
Nueva Galicia after the "revolt."32

GREENLEAF: LITTLE WAR

131

More often than not Villamanrique's fall has been attributed
to the "Little War of Guadalajara." The war was an important
factor, but more of a rallying cry for his dismissal than a real issue.
To be sure, Philip II was not in possession of reliable information
when he removed Villamanrique. The oidores had employed a very
effective kind of psychological warfare, leading the king to believe
that the entire viceroyalty was engaged in civil war. Velasco II
found the realm tranquil when he arrived, and Villamanrique
claimed that the importance of the Nueva Galicia affair had been
exaggerated and the punitive expedition against Nuno Nunez de
Villavicencio misunderstood and misrepresented.33 In view of
Villamanrique's strained relations with the clergy, it is interesting
that the Bishop of Tlaxcala was chosen to take his residencia. 34
The Viceroy was placed under house arrest in Texcoco. Villamanrique died before the lengthy proceedings in Mexico and Spain
came to an end in the 159 0 'S. 35
Beyond a doubt the Guadalajara War was victory for the autonomy of the Audiencia of Nueva Galicia. Villamanrique's successors trod softly in their relations with the frontier oidores. The
king reiterated his order forbidding oidores to wed without royal
license,36 but the .Guadalajara judges married whom they chose
and when they chose without royal approbation or viCeregal interference. 37 The privileged oligarchy of cattle ranchers, the mining
aristocracy, and royal officialdom consolidated its power. The Rio
de Loza and Lomas y Colmenares families continued to marry
daughters to oidores in Guadalajara and in Mexico. The Onate
family in Zacatecas did likewise. The importance of influential
connection with "una buena familia de Guadalajara," one of the
cliches of Mexican social history, is quite evident in the early
squabbles over the contract to colonize New Mexico. The Lomas y
Colmenares, with the complicity of son-in-law oidor Nuno Nunez
de Villavicencio, used their influence to prevent Francisco de Urdinola from receiving the contract, and helped to entangle him in
the civil proceedings that effectively removed him from consideration as colonizer of New Mexico. 38 Because of family connections
in Guadalajara and relatives on the Audiencia of Mexico, Juan de
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Onate became the governor and captain general of the New Mexico colony.39

NOTES
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TALES OF NEW MEXICO TERRITORY

1868-1876

HORATIO RUSS FAlIIlAR

edited by Harold R. Farrar

INTRODUCTION

THE

STORY of the settlement of the West is often told in terms of
many colorful figures-outlaws, lawmen, cowards, and heroes, who
have become material for legend. The memory of the pioneer who
came West to seek his -fortune and stayed, carving his niche, for
better or for worse, in ranching, business, a profession, or simply
as a respectable, hard-working citizen, lives on. Thousands of transients also criss-crossed the frontier, rarely noticed or heard of again.
Their records may be found in railroads, bridges, and roads built
by anonymous work gangs; in official army records; or in the thousands of graves, marked and unmarked, throughout the West.
Many who came, transients or settlers, were too involved in affairs of the moment to leave an account of themselves. One who
did was Horatio Russ Farrar, who started west in 1868, worked at
a variety of jobs in and around New Mexico Territory and Colorado for eight years, and "lived to tell about it." In his later years
he wrote of some of his experiences or told them to his son, Harold
R. Farrar, who in tum recorded them.
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HORATIO Russ FARRAR was born November 6, 1850, at Elliottsville, Maine, a town which no longer can be found on the map.
His mother was Margaret Elvira Antoinette Wise Farrar, a teacher
at Foxcroft Academy, and his father was Allen B. Farrar, a state
game warden and later a photographer at Bangor, Maine. He was
the third child and only son of a family of five children. In 1856,
after his parents separated, his mother took the children to Eau
Claire, Wisconsin, where she had a sister. Evidently home life was
not as pleasant as it could have been, and after a few years of
schooling, living with various relatives, and doing odd jobs, Horatio Farrar left home at seventeen and went to Reed's Landing, Wisconsin, where he worked on the river boats, handling freight.
The following year, 1868, he headed west, as lots of adventurous young men were doing at that time, having heard glowing
stories of how easy it was to make their fortunes "out West." With
his small savings he got as far as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, then
had to find a job in order to continue. He worked on a bridge construction project near there, and then went on to Colorado.
Farrar next was a freight wagon driver, hauling freight from the
end of the Santa Fe Railroad, at Sargent, Kansas, to various points
in Arizona and New Mexico Territories and Old Mexico. These
wagons were pulled by mules which were worked four abreast,
and each team consisted of from twenty to thirty-two mules. Tiring
of the mule teams, he decided to try his hand at being a cowboy
and took part in several of the long cattle drives up the now famous
Chisholm Trail from Texas to Dodge City and Abilene, Kansas.
While in Dodge City he became acquainted with Buffalo Bill
Cody, as well as other famous men of that era.
About this time the Army was looking for scouts to help hold
the Indians in check on their various reservations, so Farrar signed
up. This did not last long, however, and he accepted a job offered
by Mr. William Metcalf to help layout and construct a toll road
through the Raton Mountains in New Mexico Territory.1 After
the project was completed, in the early 1870'S, he became toll collector for Mr. Metcalf and his partner in the buffalo-hunting business.
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A few years later, Farrar returned to Colorado. There, while
assisting a group of men trying to save a railroad bridge from being washed away, he met an official of the railroad who urged him
to give up the dangerous life of hunting and become a railroader.
This sounded like a good proposition, and he went to work for the
Santa Fe, first at Granada and then La Junta, Colorado. From 1876
to 1887 he was a station agent in Kansas, and later in Florida. Returning to Kansas, Mr. Farrar lived there until 1920, then moved
with his family to Branson, Missouri, where he died in 1939.
Several years before his death he recorded some of his adventures,
and these, along with a letter written from New Mexico Territory,
are included here.

LETTER FROM NEW MEXICO

Spring Canon
Dry Cirnmaron, N.M.
Aug. 21st, 1874
From Los Cruses we follow up the Rio Grand. 2 The valley is
about three miles in width, and is mostly under cultivation, being
. tilled principally by Mexicans, who use oxen for teams, and in
most of the fields we saw from six to eight teams plowing. Instead
of the ordinary yoke, they use a straight piece of wood, lashed to
the horns with strips of raw-hide soaked in water to make them
pliable. They use for a plow a wooden fork, or crotch, one prong
being left long for a tongue, being fastened to the yoke with rawhide. The other prong is cut off, leaving about a foot and a half,
and is sharpened so as to run in the ground. The handle is simply
one straight piece of wood, fastened to the back end, and projecting backward, as on an ordinary plow. One handle is all that is
necessary, as one hand is in constant use guiding the cattle. Instead of a whip, a pole about eight feet long and sharpened at the
end is used. Instead of a wagon, they use a cart made entirely of
wood, no iron being used, not even a nail. The wheels are about
the height of the fore wheels of an ordinary wagon, and four to six
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inches in thickness. They are never greased, but left to howl and
groan in such a dismal way that teams unused to them are fre~
quently frightened by the noise. Some of the Mexicans go very
slovenly dressed, and are very dirty. Children from one to sixteen
years of age are frequently seen with nothing, save a shirt, to protect them from the hot rays of the sun. Very model dress. The
Mexicans are descendents of the Spaniards and speak the Spanish language. They are not as large as the average American, and
I think their heads, the females especially, are smaller than any
other class of people I ever saw. They are dark skinned-the men
more so than the women. They nearly all have jet black eyes. The
women seldom, if ever, go out of doors without a shawl over their
heads, held tight below the nose, so all that is visable of the face
is the eyes and nose; and what is more singular is that they nearly
all dress in black, the shawls are always black, and as a rule so is
the dress, and worn very long. They carry nearly everything on
their heads, especially water; after the bucket is filled it is lifted to
the head, and not touched again until at the house. This is more
noticeable from the fact that there are few wells in the country,
the water being carried from the rivers, creeks, ditches, or springs.
One day while I was at Granada, in Texas, a few Mexicans
came down to the river to have a look at the R.R. bridge. They
walked out on the bridge a hundred or more feet and stopped,
walked to the side and looked down into the water, then to the
other side, being very cautious and stepping very lightly. Then
they all stood still in the centre of the bridge and talked, occasionally shaking their heads. Then one, more venturesome than the
rest, advanced a few steps and jumped up and down to see if he
could shake it; but no, it wouldn't shake, and they tried it together
while the rest looked on-and it still remained stationary. Then
the whole crowd tried it together-some jumping up while others
were coming down-and still the bridge stood firm. They then returned to the village with, apparently, a better opinion of the
bridge than before they gave it the test. This bridge is something
over 1/4 of a mile long, and only about ten feet above the water.
The bridge rests upon piles driven into the bed of the river, and
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is made wide, for both railroad and wagon track. The floor of the
bridge, railway track and all, is laid with white oak plank, placed
lengthwise. The railroad company has a boom across the river at
this point to catch ties that are being flooded from the mountains.
At that time, emigrants were passing, train after train, going
south and west. A few were returning that had been down to Arizona, and did not like the country. They told rough stories to those
whom they met, but still they kept right on. I heard one man remark, "Those emigrants are hunting a hell on earth, and by God
they are in a fair way to find it if they only keep right ahead." He
had been there.
The second day of July, I started from Granada, Colorado, in
company with a Mr. Metcalf, for Los Vegas, N.M. Being unable
to proceed on the journey to that town, and upon arriving at this
place, I stopped to recruit up. Mr. Metcalf is an American. He
owns a large stock ranche. here; has built a toll road for wagons
thru the [Raton] mountains.
I suppose you have heard, long before this, of the Indian depredations in this country. Two battles were fought about the first
of July, one four, and the other ten miles from here. The fighting
was done at the same time, both places. Fifteen men have been
murdered near here; the most of them while out alone hunting
cattle. It is supposed that the Indians divided into two parties. The
one that fought the battle four miles from here was intending to
attack this settlement, and were on their way down when met by
Arizona trains and driven back.
The first morning after we left Granada, we met a Mexican
train that had had one man shot by the Indians. That was the first
we heard of any trouble with them. We, Metcalf and myself,
were alone and had but one weapon, a Sharps sporting rifle, but
we concluded to stand the chances and kept on our way. We
traveled by night and watched our teams by day. It was thus I
spent the holiday of the United States, in a small rocky canon, with
the mules and my trusty rifle; sitting or lying on the grass in- the
hot sun watching for Indians, near which place they had but a
few hours before shot the Mexican. The men in whose care Met-
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calf had left his ranche were at the store two miles distance, at the
time of hearing of the murders, and were afraid to return alone.
On the night of the 5th of July we drove into Sheridans canon to
water our teams at the cool spring about 3/4ths of a mile up the ravine. It was 2 o'clock at night. You must remember that the country was raided by Indians, and we were liable to meet some of
them at any moment. Well, on we went until near the spring
where a little fire was seen in a low place. It looked as if it had
just died down, only the coals remaining. We stopped-it might
be Indians-but we wanted water, so on we went. When within 50
feet of it we halted again, and Metcalf asked in Spanish whose
camp it was, but there was no answer; he cocked the rifle and advanced to meet the foe, if there was any, and again he asked
whose camp it was, but no reply came. Just then he made the discovery that it was not a fire but a lot of fireflies, or glowworms, that
had huddled together in a little hollow in the grass where it was
damp. They were so close together it looked like a heap of fire
coals. They did not cover a place larger than one foot square. The
reason of our being deceived was the fact that these were the only
fire flies we had seen in this country-Metcalf had never seen any
before. The boys had a good laugh when we told them of our mistake. No more Indians have been seen in this vicinity.
A few have run in on the river east of here, thirty miles, and
shot one man. Gen. Alexander, Commander of Fort Union, passed
here several days ago with Company M, 8th Cavalry; he is somewhere near the road between here and Granada, Colorado. He is
a large man, built square and solid, has light hair and eyes, beard
light, full and long, is pleasant and sociable, writes a full round
hand. He had with him fourteen Ute warriors, acting as scouts;
one of them has been here since they passed, took dinner, and
went on his way, looking for Comanches. Three companies of
Cavalry from Fort Wingate are on their way to this place, and will
probably stop near the Cimmaron. If government troops are of any
avail, Dry Cimmaron is safe from further attack by hostile Indians.
Deer are quite plentiful in this part of the country. Metcalf
came in a short time ago with two on his horse. People here do not
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use as much pork as they do in the states; they have plenty of
beef the year round. It keeps better here than there. It will keep
five or six days, perfectly sweet, hanging in the shade. We are
having a little rain today, have had only two rains this summer.
The weather is very warm. I am gaining a little strength, and hope
to gain faster as the weather grows cooler. 3 I am sorry to say the
Sabbath is not regarded here as it is in the states. The most of the
people are careless, more from the fact that there are no meetings
to attend than from willfullness or ignorance. The time is generally
spent in common labor or in hunting. There are some who do regard the Sabbath and go to church twenty miles, or even more.
While in Granada last June, I attended church once. Our party
consisted of a young man of my acquaintance, two married ladies,
two young ladies, two children, and myself. The minister preached
a very good sermon and I was sorry to see so small an audience.
They are trying to organize a Sabbath school and I think they will
succeed. Last February I attended church in a railroad depot at
that place. The congregation consisted of twenty-five men, five
women, and three children. The preacher, I have forgotten his
name, was a very good speaker.
Granada is twelve miles west of Sargent, Kansas, at the end of
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad. It is 130 miles
from here. In going from here to that place, we met 147 teams
and passed about 50, so you see there is some travel on the road, if
the country is not settled. There is only one house on the road between here and there. I have not had much time to write for the
last six months, not remaining over three days in a place at any
one time, until recently. Between the months of November and
June, I travelled nearly 4000 miles. Grasshoppers passed here yesterday and day before, going south.
THE DEATH OF THREE COMANCHES

I WAS in the buffalo hunting business and it was necessary for me
to do some scouting around to see where the hunting was better,
as we, and the other hunters, had about cleaned up all the buffalo
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in the area where we were then. 4 The man we were working for
and myself decided we would go over into some unexplored areas
and see if the buffalo were more plentiful there. It was some fifty
miles over to this territory, so we loaded up a spring wagon with
provisions, water, bedding, and cooking utensils which would do
the two of us for a couple of weeks. We left camp early in the
morning heading east, as we thought this was the direction in
which the buffalo had been driven by the many hunters out on the
plains.
We made it about halfway to our destination the first day and
made camp. We drew straws to see who would stand watch the
first half of the night, and I drew the short straw which meant I
would watch the first half and my partner would watch the last
half. This was necessary as we were in the Comanche Indian country and they were not at all pleased that the white man was killing
off the buffalo which was one of their sources of meat. The night
passed without incident and we cooked breakfast and started on
our way. We had been on the road perhaps a couple of hours when
I saw, riding horseback behind us, three Indians. They were not
in a big hurry to overtake us, just rode behind us about a quarter
of a mile back. We kept a close watch on them as we knew they
had only one thing in mind-white man scalps. After about fifteen
minutes of this, I noticed they had increased their speed so it was
time for us to figure out a way to defend ourselves. It was impossible to outrun them as we had a wagon for the horses to pull and
their horses had only riders. I turned the reins of the team over to
my partner and told him to get all the speed out of the team that
he could and that I would try to ward them off. He took the reins
and cracked the whip on the rear of both horses and away we went,
dust flying everywhere. The Indians saw that we were trying to
make a run for it and they immediately increased their speed too.
They had fanned out, one remaining behind and the other two
going to each side of the dusty trail we were making. I saw what
they had planned: to come up on us from three sides which would
make it more difficult for us to escape, but as we were defending
our lives, I decided that we would make a battle of it and not be
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taken easily. They had now approached to within a hundred yards
and that was too close for comfort, so I took my Sharps and leveled
down on the one on the left as he was the closest and I wanted to
get the closest one first. I fired and off he tumbled into the dust. I
reloaded and took aim at the one on our right, pulled the trigger,
and he fell to the ground. I thought that the one remaining Indian,
who was behind us, would turn tail and run after seeing his two
friends fall, but he kept on coming and by now was too close for
comfort; so, having reloaded again, I turned back but before I could
pull the trigger, he threw a spear. As the spear came speeding
toward us, I pulled the trigger and off his horse he went, but the
spear was on its way and there was no stopping it now. I could
see it coming but could do nothing about it. It came whistling right
between my partner and myself and went through his left leg and
pinned him to the seat of the wagon. I grabbed the reins from him
and pulled the team to a halt, all the time the shaft of the spear
was quivering and shaking above our heads. I saw that I could not
pull the spearhead out from his leg without making a much larger
wound because of the barbs on it, so I took my knife and cut the
leather thongs that held the spearhead to the shaft and threw the
shaft aside. I then put my hands under his leg and raised him up
off the head of the spear, which was very painful to him and he
passed out so I had to get some water and revive him. He soon
regained his senses and by this time I had torn up a blanket and
bandaged his leg to stop the bleeding. I kicked the spearhead out
of the wagon seat, loaded him in, and started back to our main
camp which was a long ways behind us by this time, but his life
depended on getting him to a doctor as soon as possible. I drove
back to the camp, making one stop to water the horses and fix us
a bite to eat. As our camp was only about twenty miles from a
small town where there was a doctor, I figured I could get him there
and then one of the other boys could take him on into this town
and get the wound dressed. But when we got back, there was no
one there-they were all out on the range hunting-so I wrote a
note and left it where the cook would find it, knowing he would
be the first to return to camp to start preparing the next meal. The
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team was very tired by this time, so I hooked up two fresh horses
and proceeded into town. My friend, by then, was in great pain
and did not appreciate the rough ride I gave him over the open
country, but I kept right on coaxing the utmost speed from the
fresh horses. The doctor and I carried my partner up the stairs to
his office and he went to work on the ugly wound. I had all the
excitement I could stand for right then so went across the street
to the hotel and rented us a room so we could relax for a day or so.
After the doctor had finished dressing the wound we carried him
over to the hotel and put him to bed, all the time he was complaining about the rough ride I had given him and telling the doctor he
wasn't fit to take care of a sick horse. I carried a hot meal to him
and then went and got some food for myself and went to bed to
get some much needed rest. I saw to it that my friend would be
taken care of and returned to camp the next day to see if I could
talk some of the other boys into going on the next scouting party,
which I managed to do. After three or four days I returned to town
to see how the patient was doing and found him hobbling about on
a pair of crutches he had borrowed from the doctor and feeling in
fine spirits. I paid up the bills and paid in advance for a few more
days and returned to camp to help prepare for our move, as by now
the buffalo were all gone and a move was our only means of continuing in this business. The scouting party had returned with information that the hunting was excellent over where my partner
and myself had started, so we wanted to get over there before some
of the other hunters did and kill the main herd. The morning we
broke camp I saddled up my pony, and taking an extra horse, rode
into town to pick up the wounded man and get him back with the
crew. He was plenty glad to return with me as he had all the doctoring he wanted for now. The wound had started to heal in fine
shape and the doctor told him if he was careful, it should not give
him any further trouble. He helped the cook for two or three weeks
and then returned to his regular job as the boss of the crew, none
the worse for his experience except for the red, ugly scar that would
always remind him of how close we came to having our scalps
taken by three Comanches.
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MY FIRST BEAR

IN THE EARLY DAYS, 1871 to 1875, game was plentiful in the
Raton Mountains, some fifty miles east of the town of Trinidad,
Colorado. 5 Turkeys and quail were everywhere, especially in the
canons, while on the mesa above the Emery Gap toll road a herd
of about fifty blacktailed deer made their home. We saw black
bears every few days and occasionally a grizzly came along, and
near the Mesa DeMier [de Maya] Mountains, twelve miles east
of the gap, a herd of some thirty elk could be found.
We had completed the toll road through the mountains and had
it in operation when a train of twenty or more teams with trail
wagons came up from Chiuahau [Chihuahua], Old Mexico. They
worked them four abreast and each team consisted of from twenty
to thirty mules. We found our toll road and bridges were too narrow
for them to pass in comfort and safety. We decided the quickest
way to widen the bridges was to bring logs "from the forest on the
mesa above and build up a regular crib and plank it over. So taking
a six-mule team and heavy wagon we went up about six miles and
got a load. We figured it would take the best part of a couple of
days to get what logs we needed so decided to make a temporary
camp on the mesa. We took along a large box as well as a generous
supply of provisions.
All day long we cut pine trees and in the evening we took back
with us a large load of them, starting back up again the next morning at daylight; we intended to get our breakfast at the new camp
on the mesa. When we arrived there we found our box of foodstuff turned over and practically everything destroyed. Packages
and sacks torn open and the contents either eaten or scattered
around, bread, meat, coffee, sugar, and other articles were strewn
around everywhere in the dirt. We soon learned what kind of visitors had helped themselves, for plainly in the soft, damp soil were
the long and broad tracks of bears. What a feast they had found!
Not wanting to stay up there all day without anything to eat, we
loaded up the logs cut the day before and returned home.
The next morning, as we returned to the scene of our previous
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operations, light vaporous fogs hung over the valley and as the light
of morning approached, it rolled in large white billows up and
over the mountain top. A few squirrels and chipmunks scampered
across the road, glad once more for the approach of the sun and
bright daylight.
We decided that game was plentiful enough to warrant taking
our guns. My partner on the expedition took his new shotgun, saying he would try for a couple of wild turkeys. Thinking I would
be more content with a blacktailed deer, I took along my trusty
Sharps rifle which had served me so well on many an adventure
among Indians and buffalo. My pal said, "I want to make a bet of
a new hat that I get the first game." This suited me fine so away
we went.
Arriving at the campground we found everything quiet with no
game in sight. Our large box that had contained the food stood
under a clump of oak trees. My partner, with a "Remember the
bet," picked up his gun and soon disappeared up the canon.
After attending to our team, I took my gun and started out
among the pine and cedar thickets, thinking the sooner I started
the sooner I might get my deer and win the bet. The trees were
short and stubby, standing close together and branched from the
ground up, which made it impossible to see more than fifty or sixty
feet ahead, so getting down on my hands and knees, I began to
crawl forward, the ground being covered with pine and cedar
needles. I scarcely made a sound, as I knew that some deer usually
stayed in this thicket, and was not surprised when I soon discovered
them. Singling out a young buck, I fired, and running up, I discovered he was a fine two-year old. I had returned to camp with
my deer and was waiting for my partner when I suddenly heard
him crying, "HELP! HELP! HELP! A BIG BEAR-HELP!" Grabbing
my riRe, I ran up the canon toward his cry and soon I saw him
running toward me, swinging his arms wildly and all the time
calling for help. Not far behind him came a large grizzly bear,
tearing along at a lively pace. About this time my "Pard" stubbed
his toe and fell over something headlong, the shotgun he carried
being discharged as he fell and hit the ground. The bear suddenly
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stopped his chase, raised up on his hind feet and looked things over
for a second, then dropping down, he loped off into the brush. As
I was at no time able to get a shot at him, we returned to camp.
In straightening things up around the camp, I picked up a
small log and, finding it was too large to pass by the three oak trees,
I tossed it on top of the box that had contained our supplies. As I
straightened up, I heard a sort of scratching in the box, took a look
inside and discovered a small black bear cub. Hastily nailing a
board over the box, I turned to my partner and told him I thought
I had won the bet as I had killed a fine two-year old buck and
caught a bear alive, while all he had were skinned-up shins and
a peeled nose. The poor little fellow, being hungry and smelling
something in the box, had crawled up between the box and the
trees and dropped down inside, and then was unable to get out.
On our return home I took along the cub in the box, finding no
trouble in raising him. He was a good pet and always ready for a
tumble or a frolic, displaying as much or more intelligence as the
average dog. I was sorry to part with him when I finally sold him
to a doctor from Trinidad, who wanted him very much.
AN INDIAN JOKE

WE WERE on one of our overland freighting trips to the southwest country from the end of the railroad. 6 We stopped fora couple
of days rest at the Dry Cimarron where the Emery Gap toll road
crossed the Raton Mountains.
A band of Indians came down the road followed by a crowd of
squaws loaded with their earthly possessions, children, and dogs.
Some boys, riding bareback ponies, were driving a bunch of horses
and stopped to ask the way to the river where they could water
their horses.
The Indians made camp at the foot of the bluff in a clump of
pinon trees where the ground was covered with nuts. It was about
two hundred yards from our camp and soon some of the Indian
men came over to see us. They were Utes from Elizabethtown on
the Maxwell land grant on their annual hunt for buffalo on the
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plains east of us. One old fellow wanted me to give him an old saddle I had been repairing.
When the boys came back from the river with the horses, he
went out and called one of them; a good-looking boy, rather small,
even features, legs and feet bare, hair black and hung in two neat
braids to the waist. The man seemed to be giving the boy some instructions and the boy nodded his head. Uncle John turned to me
and said, "You wanted to get a boy to go through with you, now
why don't you get this one?" I asked the Indian if the boy was his
and he said he was. He then looked at the old saddle again and
turned it over, asked me to give it to him. I told him we were going to Mexico, come back in three months, and if he would let the
boy go with me I would take good care of him and he could have
the saddle.
He considered this for awhile and finally said, "All right, boy
can go." He wanted to take the saddle then but I told him to wait,
I wanted to fix it some more and when he brought the boy he could
get the saddle. Towards evening he came back with a young, goodlooking girl and said, "Brought boy for saddle." I told him I did not
want a girl, I wanted the boy who was on the horse and talked
with him. He said that was the same boy on horse, "Now good
girl, squaw good squaw." He picked up the saddle and walked off.
Uncle John roared with laughter, "You have a boy now, I knew
all the time it was a girl." There she stood, a worried look in her
eyes. Slim and neat. I wondered where she got the clothes she wore,
they were a perfect fit, certainly made for her, rather a close-fitting
jacket or waist, skirt to knees, leggings and beaded moccasins. She
was neat, clean and very pretty. What should I do with her? Uncle
John continued to laugh.
I motioned her to sit down on a bundle of wolf pelts and tried
to talk with her. It was rather a difficult task as she did not understand much English and I knew less of the Indian language at that
time. By using some Mexican words I learned her name to be
"Waulita" and by counting fingers found her age to be seventeen.
I asked her if she was willing to go to Mexico with us, she would
not say yes or no. I told Uncle John I thought it best he take her
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back to her own camp. When that was made plain to her, she
seemed surprised and, I fancied, not very well pleased. There was
an expression in her eyes I did not understand. I felt she should
receive some small token, or gift, when she went away but I had
nothing suitable so I rolled up a couple of yards of Turkey Red Calico I had bought to Hag antelopes with and gave it to her. She
seemed much pleased and thanked me for it several times in her
own language. I took her by the hand and raised her up, she
leaned toward me, I put my arm around her slim waist and pressed
her to me, and just for a moment she laid her cheek against mine
and whispered, "Adiose."
Uncle John got to his feet and led her out and up the hill; she
never looked back and I never saw her again. Somehow I could
not get her off my mind. A long time I sat there alone thinking of
her. Well, I was younger then than now.

NOTES
I. Horatio Farrar always referred to this road as the Emery Gap toll
road, although today it is usually called Tollgate Canyon. A modern map
of Major Long's route in 1820 (NMHR, vol. 38, 1963, between pp. 19°-91)
locates Tollgate Canyon at T. 31 N., R. 57 W., "some 15 miles upstream
from the mouth of Long's Canyon . . ." (ibid., p. 203, n. 66). The post
office for the Emery Gap toll road, according to Bill Metcalf's descendants,
was the former village of Madison, New Mexico"Both places were named
for Madison Emery, who settled in the area of present-day Des Moines
and Folsom in 1862. See New Mexico: A Guide to the Colorful State
(rev. ed., New York, 1963), pp. 266-67. In the same place we find:
"Through Toll Gate Canyon . . . , a four-mile branch of the Dry Cimarron Canyon, Bill Metcalf, a frontiersman, built a toll road in the early
1870'S. The ruins of his combination toll house, grocery store, and saloon
are still visible in the canyon. This, one of the few good wagon roads between Colorado and northeastern New Mexico, is said to have brought
Metcalf so much wealth that he handled his money with a shovel." When
Harold Farrar visited the site in 1958, he "found only the remains of the
toll house still there. It was possible to see where other buildings had stood.
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I tend to doubt the statement about Mr. Metcalf having so much wealth.
After my visit to the site, I was able to locate descendants of Mr. Metcalf
and they left the impression that he was not of great wealth." Perhaps Metcalf was confused with the famed frontiersman, Richens "Uncle Dick"
Wootton, who built the toll road through Raton Pass in 1866 and reportedly carried whiskey kegs full of silver dollars to the Trinidad bank (see
Bess McKinnan, "The Toll Road over Raton Pass," NMHR, vol. 2, 1927,
pp.83-89)·
2. Horatio Farrar wrote this letter presumably to his mother in Wisconsin, not long before he gave up the buffalo-hunting business for railroading.
3. Harold Farrar recalls his father's "story about being shot in the calf
of the leg with a poisoned arrow and how much suffering he went through
with this wound until he visited a friend who had a spring of water on his
prope):ty. This friend told Dad he could cure the wound if he would sit
with his leg embedded in the stinking mud below this spring. Dad gave his
permission for the treatment and sat for many days with his sore leg in the
mud. It was not an easy thing to do, as the odor of the mud was almost
. unbearable. After some time the wound began to heal, and I recall seeing
the scar many years later, it being about the size of a quarter."
4. Harold Farrar wrote this story as he remembered his father telling
it; the incident occurred probably in the early 1870'S.
5. Horatio Farrar recorded this experience in 1933, before his 83rd
birthday.
6. This refers to the end of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad at Granada, Colorado. Horatio Farrar wrote this reminiscence also
in 1933.

153

MANCO BURRO PASS: NEW MEXICO OR COLORADO?

JOSEPH L. CRAMER

nne article on the Manco Burro Pass Massacre of 1848, the only modern account of this episode/ raises a
question as to the location" of Manco Burro Pass and early routes
through the basalt-capped drainage divide along the ColoradoNew Mexico line. This high divide, which separates the southern
tributaries of the Arkansas River on the plains of southeastern
Colorado from the northern tributaries of the Canadian River on
the plains of northeastern New Mexico, has been responsible for
a significant interruption to the flow of travel in both prehistoric
and historic times. Archaeological investigations now in progress
will undoubtedly clarify its influence on the migration and subsequent settlement patterns of aboriginal populations. 2
During historic times travel over Raton Pass along the Mountain Branch (the Bent's Fort cutoff) of the Santa Fe Trail has
been well documented. There is fairly easy access over the divide
at the head of Raton Creek, a tributary of the Purgatoire River in
Colorado, thence over Raton Pass on the Colorado-New Mexico
line at an elevation of 7,834 feet, and southward down New
Mexico's Raton Creek (originally known as Willow Creek), a
northern tributary of Chicorica Creek.
The first break in the divide to the east of Raton Pass is San
Francisco Pass, located in Colorado approximately eight miles to
JANET LECOMPTE'S
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the east-northeast, and about two and a half miles north of the
Colorado state line. s The altitude of this high, narrow notch is
approximately 8,250 feet (over 400 feet higher than Raton Pass)
at the head of San Francisco Creek. The southern approach is by
way of the main channel of Chicorica Creek, making a rather
gentle grade to the crest. The northern approach along San Francisco Creek is very difficult owing to a steep grade through a
growth of scrub oak and scattered pine trees. Even today a vehicle
equipped with four-wheel drive is necessary, and we can safely
assume that in the middle 1800'S access to the pass would have required considerable brush removal and road making before any
wagon could have reached the crest.
Mrs. Lecompte identified Manco Burro Pass with San Francisco Pass. On the basis of her source material, which contains certain ambiguities, this was a logical deduction; however, the legal
proceedings over the determination of Maxwell Land Grant
boundaries contain data which definitely place Manco Burro Pass
in the next break in the divide to the southeast. 4 This location is in
New Mexico, approximately eight and a half miles southeast of
San Francisco Pass. 5
Access to this pass from the north is by way of Rathbun Creek,
a small branch of San Isidro Creek which is a southern tributary
of the Purgatoire River. The crest of the pass is at an elevation of
approximately 7,875 feet (less than 50 feet higher than Raton
Pass and more than 350 feet lower than San Francisco Pass). The
route then goes west and southwest by way of the east fork of
Chicorica Creek to the main fork, and then south and southwest
to the Canadian River. The approaches from either side are easy,
and it is unlikely that much clearing would have been necessary
for the passage of wagons, even in early days. In short, San
Francisco Pass is a difficult route even today, while Manco Burro
Pass has always provided an easy way over the divide. Therefore,
there is little likelihood that the Manco Burro Pass Massacre of
June 19, 1848, occurred in present day Colorado, but rather in
Colfax County, New Mexico, on the upper reaches of the east
fork of Chicorica Creek, near the crest of the pass.
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Pertinent data from the Maxwell Land Grant testimony which
speci£cally £x the location of Manco Burro Pass at the head of
the east fork of Chicorica Creek rather than at the head of the
main (west) fork follow:
TESTIMONY OF FAUSTlN JARMILLA, TRINIDAD, COLORADO, OCTOBER 30,

1883:
Jarmilla stated that the name "Ahogadera Creek" made its appearance
about 1848 or 1849, and that this creek became known as San Francisco Creek at a later date. "They did not travel this trail (i.e., the San Francisco drainage), but through Raton or down through the Manco de la
Burro Pass."
TESTIMONY OF RICHARD [RICHENS]

1.

WOOTTON, JR., TRINIDAD, COLO-

1,1883:
Wootton stated that San Francisco Creek and Sugarite Creek (old name
for Chicorica Creek) head exactly opposite one another. He also stated
that there was another break at the common headwaters of Manco de hi:
Burro Creek (old name for San Isidro Creek), Una de Gato Creek, and a
branch of Sugarite Creek (i.e., the east fork of Chicorica Creek). He was
then specifically asked: 'What branch of the Chicorica, or Sugurite [sic]
as you call it, is the one that comes through the Manco de la Burro Pass?"
His answer was: "That is not the main one. The Main branch of the
Sugurite heads right opposite the main branch of the San Francisco."
RADO, NOVEMBER

TESTIMONY OF CALVIN JONES, TRINIDAD, COLORADO, NOVEMBER 26,

1883:

Q. 'What is the Mesa called that lies immediately south of Manco de
la Burro Pass?"
A. "This Mesa here, east of here by the Una de Gato Mesa" (pointing
on the map to the Mesa south of Manco de la Burro Pass at the head of
Una de Gato Creek).
Q. "Where does the Manco de la Burro Mesa lie?"
A. "It lies south of the Manco de la Burro Pass. . . . The Una de
Gato Mesa and the Manco de la Burro Mesa lie together. The Una de
Gato (Cr.) heads on one side of the Mesa and the Manco de la Burro (Cr.)
on the other."
Q. "Point out on the map, exhibit No. 22, the Manco de la Burro Mesa."
, A. "He points to that part of the Mesa lying immediately south of San
Yocidro Cr. (San Isidro Cr.) and the Manco de la Burro Pass."6
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NOTES
I. Janet Lecompte, "The -Manco Burro Pass Massacre," NMHR, vol.
4 1 (19 66 ), pp. 3°5- 18 .
2. Galen R. Baker, "The Archeology of the Park Plateau in Southeastern Colorado," Southwestern Lore, vol. 30 (1964), pp. 1-18; Fred Wendorf, "The Archaeology of Northeastern New Mexico," El Palacio, vol.
67 (1960 ), pp. 55-65·
3. NWI 4 Sec. 33-34S-62W, Las Animas County, Colorado.
4. U.S. vs. The Maxwell Land Grant Company, et al. Supreme Court
of the U.S., Oct. Term, 1886, No. 974. Transcript.
5. The United States Geological Survey I 5-Minute Topographic Quadrangle titled "Raton," dated 1912, clearly shows the position of Manco
Burro Pass in the SWIC Sec. 3-31N-25E, Colfax County, N.M., and so
labels it. This topographic map is made on a scale of I :62500 and is excellent as a reference to the various drainages and topographic features referenced above. Data from such topographic maps are compiled from Government geographic information and collected from local inhabitants living in
the area during the time of compilation and survey. This particular map
furnishes good evidence that the local people in the early 1900'S still considered Manco Burro Pass to be located at the designated spot. The San
Francisco Pass region in Colorado is shown on United States Geological
Survey 3o-Minute Topographic Quadrangle titled "El Moro" and dated
1897.
6. The initial confusion created by Mr. Jones' first statements concerning the identity and location·of Manco Burro Mesa and Una de Gato
Mesa arises from the fact that these two names apply to the same mesa;
Manco Burro Creek (today's San Isidro Creek) heads against the north
face of the mesa and Una de Gato Creek heads against the east face. This
mesa is now known as Johnson Mesa.
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THE BUFFALO SOLDmRs:

A

NARRATIVE OF THE NEGRO CAVALRY IN THE

WEST. By William H. Leckie. Norman: The University of Oklahoma
Press, 1967. Pp. xiii, 290. Illus., bibliog., index. $5.95.
IN THIS relatively small volume, William Leckie records the contributions
which were made by members of the Ninth and Tenth Cavalry Regiments
of the United States Army. These two regiments, composed of Negro
soldiers, constituted approximately one-fifth of the cavalry forces stationed
on the western frontier of the United States after the Civil War. Pursuant
to a directive from President Grant to Philip T. Sheridan, commander of
the Gulf Division, and William T. Sherman, commander of the military
division of Missouri, to organize a regiment of Negro cavalry in each division, the two units were organized and named the Ninth and Tenth
United States Cavalry.
White soldiers were used as officers of these cavalry units. At first there
was some difficulty in securing enough officers because the white army officers were reluctant about serving with and commanding Negro soldiers.
However, this reluctance was soon visibly diminished; for in the course of
their duties these two units policed a vast area which stretched from the
Rio Grande in the South to the Canadian border in the North and from
the Arkansas in the East to the Rockies in the West. On more than one occasion such diverse foes as Sitting Bull, Geronimo, and the notorious Billy
the Kid were fought. Generally their conduct in battle with Indians and
outlaws was exemplary. Their Indian antagonists soon characterized them
as the ''buffalo soldiers" and the buffalo was placed at the crest of the regiment's official emblem.
Life on a frontier army post at best was a dull and drab existence; and
as a consequence in the army as a whole, there was a rather high percentage
of drunkenness and desertions. However, this percentage was less in the
Ninth and Tenth cavalries than in other units. The frontier towns with
their saloons and other sundry forms of entertainment were frequented by
the black troopers. Naturally, from time to time, there were the inevitable
clashes; but on most occasions the soldiers rendered services to the civilian
populations in the communities where they served for which the civilians
were eternally grateful. Sometimes it was necessary for the soldiers to re-
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build posts, string hundreds of miles of wire, escort stages, trains, cattle
herds, and even give protection to railway construction gangs and surveying parties. Without the help of these army units, it would have been
difficult for the civil authorities in sections of Texas and New Mexico.
The author of this work made good use of primary materials which are
housed in the National Archives and has rendered an invaluable service
by researching and writing a book which deals with a segment of frontier
history that had been overlooked by scholars. Certain other insights into
the thoughts, emotions, and attitudes of these Negro soldiers are lacking
because most of the soldiers were illiterate; therefore they left no diaries,
letters, or journals which could be perused by research scholars. Nevertheless, this is by far the best book available on this particular subject. It can
be appropriately recommended to the general reader and to the practitioners whose own works follow quite different lines.
Houston, Texas
CALVIN 1. REESE

POLITICS IN NEW MEXICO. By Jack E. Holmes. Albuquerque: The University of New Mexico Press, 1967. Pp. xvi, 336. lIlus., app., bibliog.,
index. $7.95.

A COMPETENT study of politics in New Mexico is a welcome addition to
the literature of the State. That of Jack E. Holmes is not only competent,
it is a brilliant analysis of the dynamic relationships of political groupings
and institutions within the framework of party, legislature, and governorship since achievement of Statehood in 1912. Two corollary considerations
are the awareness that certain political functions and processes are common
but not invariant among states, and assumption of "the validity of the contention that two-party competition provides a useful, if not essential, ingredient of the good state." It is evident that Dr. Holmes "found it pleasant in
this day of race riots and militant politics of right and left, to be able to
trace the evolution and describe the components of a political system whose
members have been urbane enough to accept change, tolerant enough to
foster a good measure of cultural diversity, and relaxed enough to enjoy the
show."
Holmes has enlivened his account of political facts with judicious application of spirited and often witty anecdotes that capture the unique qualities of New Mexico politics. Thus we find the young men of Taos asking
their famed and unfrocked politician-priest, Padre Martinez, for a description of the government of the United States. Martinez is said to have replied that it was a republic, and added the succinct explanation that a republic was a "burro on which lawyers jogged along better than priests."
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Carefully considered are a multitude of relationships between the electorate and government, but not neglected is the part played by individuals
in the evolution of that relationship. Delineation of the human element is
uniformly excellent, and to isolate an example presents some difficulty; nevertheless, it is not amiss to point out that the role of Bronson Cutting is described with particular effectiveness. Cutting was renowned for purchasing
or controlling a large part of the press of New Mexico. On the other hand,
Cutting considered that the Las Vegas Optic was serving him well by opposing him. "Personally, I think that this kind of attack, from the extreme
reactionaries, is the most valuable kind of publicity. . .. As long as the
Optic adopts this kind of policy, I should certainly not want to do anything
to stop it. If, through any calamity, it should come out for me, I should feel
that self-interest would prompt its suppression or purchase."
The University of New Mexico Press has made this book in its usual exemplary fashion. Editing is skillful and printing is expert. Numerous tables
are clear and enlightening. Full explanatory footnotes are wisely grouped in
the back of the book. The index answers all requirements.
This reviewer is not inclined to find a single fault with the book. In honesty, though, he must point out one factor that would have made it more
meaningful to him personally-a more extensive tracing of the relationship
between Statehood politics and those of the preceding Territorial period. It
would be even more satisfying to have Professor Holmes turn his literary
talent to a separate study of the politics of that long neglected era.
Eagle Nest) N.M.
VICTOR WESTPHALL

HEALTH-SEEKERS IN THE SOUTHWEST) 1817-1900. By Billy M. Jones. Norman: The University of Oklahoma Press, 1967. Pp. xiv, 254. Illus., map,
bibliog., index. $5.95.
BILLY M. JONES has produced a well-researched andwell-documented exposition of the thesis that ". . . an important factor in population movements during the nineteenth century-was the relentless quest for health
by hundreds of thousands of disease-ridden Americans."
As Dr. Jones points out, "The greatest obstruction to the settlement of
the trans-Appalachian frontier . . . was the creeping, silent menace of
poor health and disease." The etiology of these conditions is now (1967)
well understood but in the nineteenth century the basic biological sciences,
especially microbiology, were only in process of development and "a miasmatic concept of contagion" was not only logical but most comforting to
those on whom the onus of explanation fell-the practitioners of medicine.
Small wonder, then, that the doctors, having exhausted their materia med-
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ica, recommended a change of scene. And what could be better than a
change as radical as that from the miasmatic Mississippi Valley-'-"The Valley of Frustration"-to the generally high and dry Southwest!
The valetudinarians, especially the consumptives, came to the Southwest under the most difficult of circumstances-by wagon or horseback or
even on foot across treeless, arid plains. But they came in such numbers
that it was estimated that as much as a third of the population of some
areas had come for their health .or that of their families.
The far-reaching effects of this avalanche of invalids are interestingly
examined in relation to "Early Promotion and Settlement of the Health
Frontier, 1865-90," "Consumption and Climatology," and 'The Great Resort Centers."
Robert Koch's proof of the etiology of tuberculosis cleared away the miasmatic concept of contagion in respect to consumption and presaged the
decline of the Southwest as a factor in the treatment of the disease. New
methods of treatment and the discovery of anti-tubercular drugs have virtually eliminated it. Yet, we who live in the Southwest, and others, still believe in the superiority of our climate in treating respiratory diseases.
The book is replete with references to the many individuals who sought
health in the Southwest, recovered, and stayed on to make outstanding contributions to the culture and economy of the region. Truly, 'Throughout
its prolonged history, the health frontier has served as a refuge for hundreds of thousands of uprooted invalids, and has in turn reaped many rewards from this grateful, talented, and resourceful group who traveled in
search of life's greatest treasure-health."
Dr. Jones has made his point well and his book is readable, informative,
and enjoyable, especially to one whose professional life has been devoted
"
to health.
The University of New Mexico
ELMON L. CATALINB

ROCKY MOUNTAIN MINING CAMPS: THE URBAN FRONTIER. By Duane A.
Smith. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1967. Pp. xii, 304. Illus.,
bibliog., index. $6.95.
THIS BOOK fills a very real need. Many people have written about mining
frontiers in general, others have told us almost more than is necessary about
a few famous big mining centers, such as the Comstock Lode, and a
courageous few have given us case studies of less well-known individual
mining communities. But the mining camp as the key institution of the
mining frontier has not received special treatment since Charles Howard
Shinn's classic study in 1885. Nor has the grown-up mining town, as dis-
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tinct from the camp, ever attracted much notice of a comprehensive kind.
Nor have the Rocky Mountains and the Southwest received as much
attention as California and Nevada, because they were not as important
until late in the century, and until base metals became a factor along with
the more glamorous silver and gold.
Now a promising young Colorado scholar, Duane A. Smith, has tried a
modern appraisal of the mining camp. His book is strikingly different in
concept from Shinn's classic. Where Shinn was concerned primarily with
the primitive camp of gold-rush California and its immediate neighbor,
southwestern Oregon, Smith is more interested in the mature mining
community, as exemplified by Leadville or the later days of Central City.
Indeed, the reviewer may well ask whether such communities still deserved to be called camps. On the same grounds one may ask whether the
title and subtitle of the book do not contradict one another.
But then, an author has a right to his own title. Where Shinn gave most
of his space .to the early miners' struggle for self-government, Smith
divides his pages evenly between every aspect of life in a developed
mining town. The individual chapters rather resemble the chapters in the
late Arthur Schlesinger's series, The History of American Life. For example, Chapter 9, entitled "Problems of Urbanization," discusses city
government, public finance, street maintenance, public utilities, sanitation,
prostitution, law enforcement, and politics. We have learned something
about these problems from case studies such as Turrentine Jackson's
Treasure Hill, but nowhere, hitherto, have we had a comprehensive examination that generalizes about different communities' ways of handling
their affairs.
That is the book's great value. In a generalizing way it studies the life
and achievements of the developed communities of a major part of the
mining West. Some may feel that there is too much generalization and
not enough specific illustration. But the book as a whole is well done. The
literary style is smooth, competent, and interesting. Above all, the book
reveals a splendid enthusiasm on the part of the author. He has conceived a worthwhile idea, has done nne research to bring his idea to
reality, and then has had the skill to write a highly readable book. What
more could one ask?
California Institute of Technology
RODMAN W. PAUL
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DIGGING FOR GOLD-WlmOUT A SHOVEL. THE LETTERS OF DANIEL W ADS-

CITY TO SAN FRANCISCO, 1848-1851. Ed. by
George P. Hammond. Denver: Old West Publishing Company, 1967.
Pp. viii, 118. Illus., notes, index. $22.50'

WORm COlT FROM MEXICO

THIS George Hammond-Fred Rosenstock-Lawton Kennedy production of
Daniel Wadsworth Coit's impressions of Gold Rush California is one of
the most beautiful pieces of Western Americana in print. Kennedy laid it
out large to do justice to Coit's sketches. The reproductions have a nostalgic
antique quality. The printed pages are tasteful and immaculate, except for
one collector's point at page 88, line 9. The total effect is a graceful, dignified embellishment to any drawing room or exhibit case.
In most recent additions to the stockpile of source materials on the Gold
Rush the refrain has been that here was no ordinary or typical forty-niner.
That can be said of Coit. He was older and wiser than the general run of
the Argonauts. He was in Mexico when the Navy's messenger, Edward
F. Beale, passed through with the electrifying news. Coit caught the gold
fever, but he did not just up and go to California; he waited six months
and then a German businessman in Mexico sent him to San Francisco as
a gold buyer. What results, therefore, is an over-the-counter view of the
Gold Rush.
Coit's letters begin more than a year earlier as he left New York to take
up a post as business representative in Mexico. The first few describe the
sail to Jamaica and Veracruz and the hazardous journey inland. Then for
twelve months he writes about his experiences in the Mexican capital.
Precious little relates to his work-a nineteenth-century wife would not
have been interested. But he is revealing on the behavior of the army of
occupation, the uncertainties following its departure, and the routine of
life in the foreign colony. By word and sketch he gives an intimate view of
Mexico in 1848-49.
Arriving in California in April 1849, Coit was ahead of all the overland
forty-niners and of all who were en route by Cape Horn. Yet the sixmonth delay in dispatching him meant that he had missed the chance for
a big profit-margin on gold purchases.
As in his letters from Mexico, Coit has more to say about San Francisco
as a place to live than as a place to work. He saw that the tent city was in
constant hazard of being swept by fire. He complains about the sand and
the wind and the crude manners of some of his associates. He mentions
old friends encountered, yearns for mail, and longs to be home again. He
has more to say about sermons than about San Francisco's more typical
recreations. He writes a .paragraph about the setting down of the Hounds,
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but not a word about the constitutional convention of 1849 or the vigilance
committee of 1851. As letter writer he is not the complete reporter, yet it
is useful to have this sedate old gentleman's comments.
University of California at Los Angeles
JOHN W. CAUGHEY

THE NAVAL DEPARTMENT OF SAN Bus. NEW SPAIN'S BASTION FOR ALTA
CALIFORNIA AND NOOTKA, 1767 TO 1798. By Michael E. Thurman.
Glendale, Calif.: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1967. Pp. 383. Illus.,
maps, bibliog., index. $11.00.
LONG AGO Professor Charles E. Chapman brought out the importance of
the Naval Department of San BIas as the indispensable supply base for the
support of Alta California. Now Professor Michael E. Thurman has given
us a detailed and scholarly account of that naval base which was to
serve much more than as a supply base for California. It was the base from
which the naval activities of the Spanish on the Pacific Coast sailed, and
upon which it depended. San BIas became the principal Spanish Naval
Department on the Pacific on the orders of Jose de Galvez, and had a
checkered career from its establishment to aid in the founding of Alta
California until the tum of the century. It was a naval supply depot and
base, depot for shipping goods to the north, shipbuilding and commercial
center. As a base, through it went products and personnel going to and
coming from Alta California.
Professor Thurman's work is basically a doctoral dissertation which
covered the period from its establishment to 1785. He has added a section
on the zenith and decline of San BIas from that date to 1798 covering in
general terms the Spanish expeditions and explorations to the North
Pacific and the Nootka Sound Controversy. This, however, is less satisfactory than his earlier portion. In reality Professor Thurman has approached
the subject by periods in each of which he gives an account of the legislative and administrative development of the Department, the personnel
changes, and the military and civilian activities. In these details lie his
chief contribution, for in this very well researched book the author gives
a compendium of facts about the officials, the boats, and the men who were
active in San BIas. The book does attempt to do what the author says, that
he presents a political and especially military history of an important
bastion of the Viceroyalty of New Spain in the later eighteenth century.
He brings out clearly the fact that it was a training ground of many
Spanish officers of the royal navy whose biographical sketches the author
gives.
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The chief importance of the book is for the period to 1785 when the Department of San BIas was expected to outfit and support naval expeditions
to Alaska while still maintaining regular supply lines and voyages to Alta
California, and it brings out the role played by San BIas in the Manila
trade and relations during the period of warfare after 1779 when Spain declared war on England. San BIas, too, was important for its training of personnel in shipbuilding and service in shipyards: master builders and carpenters, pilots, surgeons and chaplains, and navigators. Shipbuilding and
ship repairing were important adjuncts to military preparations. The difficulties of operation, problems, and shortages are clearly brought out in
detail.
Less satisfactory, aside from some detail as to ships and details and personnel, is the account of Spanish explorations to the Northwest Coast and
North Pacific and the Nootka Sound Controversy. Thurman rightfully
relegates to almost zero the details of the Nootka Sound Controversy so
ably treated long ago by Manning, and his account is in effect a supplement to the work of Manning. His account is simply to point out the rather
well-known facts of the almost defenselessness of California and weakness
of the Spanish on the Pacific Coast after the Nootka Sound Controversy.
The volume is well printed and well illustrated and contains a pedestrian
bibliography and index, all of which we have come to expect in the publications of the Arthur H. Clark Company in its admirable "Spain in the
West" series, of which this is volume XI.
San Diego State College
A. P. NASATIR

MEXICAN REBEL. PASCUAL OROZCO AND THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION, 19101915. By Michael C. Meyer. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1967. Pp. X, 172. Illus., maps, apps., bibliog., index. $5.50'
HISTORIANS of the Mexican Revolution face two handicaps: first, changing
interpretations of the Revolution oblige them to choose sides and inevitably
they alienate one group or another of fellow professionals; secondly, they
must attempt to document to the satisfaction of these peers the activities of
the inarticulate and illiterate. For many years historians have regarded
Francisco 1. Madero, The Martyred President, as the Galahad of the Mexican Revolution; a man with faults but possessed of proper and good instincts. By logical extension, those who opposed or questioned Madero, with
the exception of Zapata, became suspect. Only avowed reactionaries or embittered radical partisans would dare impugn Madero's reputation. Those
men who fought him, as did Pascual Orozco, Jr., became identified with
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black reaction. In writing of Orozco, Dr. Meyer, an Associate Professor of
History at the University of Nebraska, undertook a formidable task. Not
only did he elect to buck the Madero-hero myth to give a devil a fair hearing, but he also had to piece his story together from meager sources-neither
Orozco nor the Orozquistas were given to literary endeavors. The resultant
study, therefore, is marked by shortcomings inherent in the available
sources; it derives its value from shedding the first light on an obscure and
often misrepresented facet of the Revolution.
Because of Pascual Orozco, Jro's estrangement from Madero and reconciliation with the arch-villain General Victoriano Huerta, this redoubtable
norteiio has been relegated to the depths of depravity. Meyer's attempt at
reconstruction reveals a most interesting individual. Orozco joined Madero's
revolt at its inception and from the start showed unusual military talents.
Meyer has little doubt that Orozco-not Pancho Villa-masterminded the
capture of Ciudad ]uarezon May 10, 1911. That city's fall broke the back
of the Diaz resistance and persuaded the old man to leave for France. In
the distribution of the spoils by Madero, there was fulsome praise for Orozco, but his material awards were scant and rumors of his discontent began
to circulate. Like Zapata to the south, Orozco soon came to distrust Madero's programs and appointments. Zapata's Plan de Ayala of November
25, 19II, called upon Orozco to lead the popular revolt against Madero,
but Orozco neither accepted nor repudiated the offer. He still supported
Madero and suppressed two revolts in the north. Meyer finds no real evidence to support the many rumors of Orozco's infidelity, but finally in
March 1912 he "pronounced" against Madero. His Plan Orozquista started
with a barrage of anti-Madero vituperation accusing him of betraying the
commOn people and it expressed an ideology akin to Zapata's agrarianism.
Dr. Meyer believes that Orozco's support from "the reactionary Terrazas
Interests" was extended by them as a way of discomfiting the Madero administration and accepted by Orozco in desperation. Perhaps in the future
evidence will come to light to resolve this important paradoxical point.
After initial successes by the Orozquistas, the United States' embargo on
arms shipments crippled the revolt and contributed to their final defeat in
May 1912 at the hands of Victoriano Huerta. Reduced to guerrilla status,
Orozco survived and kept his irregulars in the field, because of his popularity in the state of Chihuahua. Significantly, Zapata continued to look
upon Orozco as the northern leader of the rebellion. By now, Orozco had
lost the little political orientation he had had and the war had become a
personal vendetta. With Zapata's revolt, it drained the Madero government
of cash and energy and sapped whatever chance there might have been for
effective economic and social reform. After Madero's death, Orozco made
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peace with Huerta, and they exchanged abrazos in public. Zapata now denounced Orozco. When Orozco, Sr. came to treat with Zapata, the peasant
leader had him executed. While Orozco's services could not save the
doomed Huerta regime, they delayed Villa's entrance into Mexico City and
assured the dominance of Carranza and Obregon. Orozco now became a
professional revolutionary, waging a hopeless war against the victorious
Constitutionalists. After a comedy of errors involving the exiled Huerta and
German aid to mount a counterrevolution, Orozco was killed on August 30,
1915, with four companions by a sherifFs posse in Texas while attempting
to cross into Mexico. In Dr. Meyer's words, "Orozco's naivete degenerated
into intellectual incompetence, and his dedication to a cause into obstinacy." (p. 135)
Dr. Meyer has done a fine job in forcing a reassessment of not only Orozco but of many revolutionists of his ilk Unfortunately, because of the
limitations of academic style and the scholarly apparatus, Orozco as a person is glimpsed only by indirection. He exists only as a mover, not as a man
of flesh and blood. The "Historiographical Note" which ends the study describes the changing schools of thought concerning the complex social
movement of Mexico's Revolution and notes how the good men are not
quite the unspotted angels revolutionary hagiography would make them out
to be. That "Note" alone is worth the price of admission, for it foretells the
coming of histories based on sound methodology, recounting accurately and
interpreting critically the Revolution of 19IO.
State University of New York
.
MARVIN D. BERNSTEIN

College at Fredonia

THE HISTORY. OF THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. By William H. Prescott.
Abr. anded. by C. Harvey Gardiner. Chicago & London: The University of Chicago Press, 1966. Pp. xxviii; 413. Bibliographical note, index.
$8.5 0 , cloth; $3'45, paperback.
THERE IS probably no book dealing with Mexico's history which is hetter
known than Prescott's History of the Conquest of Mexico. Generations of
historians have "cut their teeth" on this classic. A United States precursor in
Mexican studies, a brilliant prose writer, a New England man of letters,
and an able researcher, William Hickling Prescott's reputation will live as
long as the history of Mexico is studied by English-speaking people, though
he has been dead well over a century (1859).
Organized in seven hooks, the original three volumes are condensed
slightly in scope and in printing technique for this modern version. The
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first six books deal with the conquest and its setting, with the final book
dedicated to the subsequent career of the Conquistador, Hernan Cortes.
These six principal books treat in sequence "An Introductory View of the
Aztec Civilization," "Discovery of Mexico," "March to Mexico," "Residence
in Mexico," "Expulsion from Mexico," and "Siege and Surrender of Mexico," with an average of five chapters per book. The details of the story are
too familiar to bear repeating, but the style of the writer is particularly
worthy of note in a generation of artless modern historians. Though somewhat dated, Prescott's mode of expression is still forceful, vigorous, and satisfying.
Professor· Gardiner's abridgement and editorial services are minimal,
whereas his twenty-page introduction is helpful. In this preliminary section
Gardiner attempts to assess the importance of Prescott's work both as history and literature. Elsewhere notes are kept at a minimum and the abridgements of the original are not painfully obvious, a fact testifying to the editor's skill. Publication at this particular time of a new edition of this 1843
masterpiece comes as part of the Classic American Historian series of the
University of Chicago Press under the general editorship of Paul M. Angle. This book certainly fits the larger theme and is welcome in making
available at moderate cost to modern scholars a copy for their own personal
reference of a book not otherwise easily available.
The University of New Mexico
DONALD C. CUrI'BR

